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Abstract

The current research was conducted in order to investigate
the attitude of lay people and experts towards the risks and
benefits of these substances. For this purpose, various risks
of nanomaterials were first identified by investigating
scientific papers and documents. After compiling the list of
environmental risks of nanomaterials, the ranking of these
risks was done with the help of experts (15 people). The
study sample was determined with use of Cochran formula
to be 53 people in each group.The opinions of both groups
regarding risks and benefits were investigated with a
researcher-made questionnaire. The analysis of the results
showed that the attitude of lay people towards risks is more
positive than the attitude of other nations. which is not
based on correct knowledge and they express their opinions
about the products of this technology based on the
achievements of other technologies. According to the
experts, the progress of nanotechnology at the current
speed does not involve any danger and there is no need for
new controlling laws, therefore, the views of people at
different scientific levels should be taken into account in
formulating national development plans.
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