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Abstract

Sports tourism in Iran is facing many challenges. In spite of the efforts to remove obstacles and introduce the
capacities of this field of tourism in the country, there is still a long way to its effectiveness. This study was a
mixed exploratory type in terms of application goal and research method. The statistical community in the
qualitative sector is made up of sports and tourism practitioners. These people were selected purposefully and
through the snowball technique for qualitative interviews in the research topic (20 interviews that continued until
theoretical saturation). The quantitative statistical population consisted of the managers of the Ministry of Sports
and Youth, the experts of the Deputy Tourism Ministry of the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Tourism and
Handicrafts, the managers of the Civil Aviation Organization, the officials of the Environmental Protection
Organization, professors and students of sports management, managers of travel service offices. The data
collection tool in the present study was a semi-structured interview and a researcher-made questionnaire. In order
to analyze the data of the research, coding was used in the qualitative part, and a sample t-test and pairwise
comparisons were used in the quantitative part. In the qualitative part of the research, categories were extracted in
the form of 30 conceptual codes and 8 main main categories (policy-programmatic, task, managerial, legal,
institutional, structural, tools and resources, stakeholders (t= 13.077) is the most influential policy-planning index
with a weight ratio (0.82) and has been ranked first. It is suggested to the relevant managers; By eliminating gaps
and analyzing legal deficiencies, as well as trying to create new legislative capacities and share duties in the field
of sports tourism, along with Iran's rich culture and specialized budgeting, it is possible to explain and compile
policies and comprehensive programs to gain synergy. Finally, the main form of integrated management should
be planned in this field.

Key Words: Sports tourism, integrated management, Policy making, budgeting, GroundedTheory
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