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Abstract

Literature is a reflection of the social and economic situation in every
era. Shahnameh as the national epic of Iran in the last two centuries was
first subjected to scientific researches in the fields of linguistics,
literature, and manuscripts, and then historical, social, and cultural
research aspects were also added to these studies. Shahnameh can be
used as a source to recognize the economic situation of ancient times
and the end of the fourth century, which is the time when this work was
written. In this research, agriculture, agriculture and the class of farmers
are examined throughout the Shahnameh, and the research method is
comparative-analytical and the method of collecting library-
documentary information. According to George Dumzil's theory of
three actions, it has been shown that agriculture and the class of farmers
in Iranian mythology are under the third action, which reflects wealth,
fertility and health.In the Shahnameh, agriculture is valued more than
other occupations, and the class of farmers was of great importance. In
the Shahnameh and historical texts, spreading cultivation and helping to
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develop agricultural lands and supporting farmers in the event of losses
and disasters are among the duties of governments in the ancient era.
Key words: Shahnameh, Three way theory, Social Classes, Dumezil,
Agriculture.

Extended Abstracts

V.Introduction, literature review and methodology

The Shahnameh, as the national epic of Iran, has two mythological and
historical parts, which are the focus of many researches in the fields of
Iranian studies, history, literature, culture, etc. is This work is a source
for recognizing the economic situation of ancient times and the end of
the fourth century. The sources of Hakim Tous in the creation of this
work are the Shahnameh of Abu Mansoori, the God of Names of the
Sassanid period, and also oral narratives. According to George
Dumuzil's theory of three actions, it has been shown that agriculture and
the class of farmers in Iranian mythology are under the third action,
which reflects wealth, fertility and health. In this research, the topic of
agriculture in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh is analyzed by using the written
sources of ritual-mythology of ancient Iran as well as the application of
the French mythologist and linguist Dumzeil's theory. Myths and epics
reflect the spirit, pasts, failures, victories, hopes and utopias and the
history of nations and nations, which are narrated in a part of it with
extraordinary and superhuman shaping of the narrative over time. The
questions of this research are: Y- What is the reflection of farmer and
farmer in Shahnameh? Y- How is the intertextual relationship between
the subject of the research and the previous or simultaneous texts of the
Shahnameh? Y- Does George Dumouzil's three-act model apply to the
structure of classes in Shahnameh and agriculture? In this research, the
problem of researching the place of farming and agriculture in the text
of the Shahnameh and, accordingly, in the world of sources of the
Shahnameh, is the comparative-analytical research method and the



method of collecting library-documentary information. The version of
the Shahnameh used in this research is the correction of Ustad Jalal
Khalghi Mutlaq (¢ volumes) published by Sokhon Publications (¥ ¢)
Y.Discussion

New comparative research about the Shahnameh and the social situation
(at the time of the composition of the work or the reference time of the
work itself) is at the beginning and the results of this research can be
used by researchers in this regard. Each myth contains several layers:
reality, meta-reality (superhuman and meta-material aspects of the
story), historical and meta-historical expression, education, punishment
and finally ideals, which form the narrative system of the epic and the
Myth with a dynamic connection. The division and stratification of
society occurs several times in the mythological part of Shahnameh. For
the first time, Jamshid did this and then Feridun Shah renewed this
classification after the victory over Zahhak and due to the chaos of the
classes at that time. The triple pattern of Dumusil's actions can be seen
in the division of classes and specifying the duties of each class (based
on rulership, valor and production).The three classes of priests, warriors
and farmers were the main classes of the society, and later, the classes
of nobles, craftsmen and teachers were added to these classifications,
especially in the Sassanid period. According to Zoroastrian texts, the
society's economy is based on agriculture, and he himself emphasized
on cultivation. After reaching puberty, young people are obliged to form
a family in order to fight with the devil by farming. Ferdowsi himself
belonged to the peasant class of Tus region and was also engaged in
agriculture. In the year ¢+) A.H. due to the extreme cold in Khorasan,
agricultural products were damaged and the region suffered from famine
the following year. Tus region also suffered from this severe cold, snow
and especially hail and finally famine in the following year. Ferdowsi
brings the effects and damage of this cold, in the story of the death of
Yazdgerd Il in Merov, by expressing sadness and complaining about
the change of times.In ancient Iran, the economy was based on
agriculture, and the spread of agriculture was honored and promoted by
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the religion of Mazdisna, it was considered one of the duties of the
people and it was forbidden to violate it. The cultivator class was known
as an independent and separate class. Plants, water and earth were
respected in Zoroastrian religious texts, which are rooted in its previous
rituals (including the Mehri ritual). The reflection of the pattern of the
division of society based on the triple pattern of gods in the Indo-
European and Indo-Iranian tribes can be seen in the form of the triple
stratification of the ruling class, soldiers and peasants in Iranian society
in the mythological and pre-Sasanian era, which is also reflected in the
Shahnameh. This trinity is also a symbol of the completeness of the
number three in the beliefs of these tirbes. Shahnameh, as a national
epic of Iranians, which was formed based on ancient texts, especially
during the Sassanid era, is a reflection of honoring the farmers and the
peasant class.During the battles, they tried not to damage the
agricultural lands on both sides of the conflict. Abandoning agriculture
and leaving the working class has been strongly criticized by farmers
¥.Results

According to Dumzil theory, Indo-European and Indo-Iranian myths
have been formed in the form of triads that have action, which forms the
functional structure of myths as well as the cultural structure reflected
from those structures in society. These three actions are: governance and
ritual, warfare and power, fertility and abundance. The number three in
mythology is usually a symbol of completeness, abundance and
perfection. In the texts of Mazdasena religion and the mythological part
of the Shahnameh, in addition to these three main actions, other triads
can be observed, which can be directly or indirectly related to these
three actions or be in conflict with the triad. These three symbols
usually do not deteriorate in the contradictions between themselves and
in some way they are manifested in the later stages of the story or myth.
The story of the kingdom of Bahram Gur contains the most verses
related to agriculture .According to the Shahnameh, the duties of
governments are to support the farming class (especially during
financial losses due to drought, locust attack, and wars) and to
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encourage people to expand cultivation in barren lands, and during
battles, they tried to reach the agricultural lands of both sides. Conflict
does not hurt.

Key words: Shahnameh, Three way theory, Social Classes, Dumezil,
Agriculture.
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