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Abstract

Ali-Nameh, the first Shia epopee (epic poem) discovered and introduced in
recent years by Persian literature scholars, has opened up new horizons for
researchers working on religious epic. The present study aims to analyse this
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epopee on topical, linguistic, and literary levels.This article employs a
descriptive, analytic research method and based on library studies. Statistical
population of this study, was Ali-Name, edited by Bayat and Gholami.
Following an in-depth investigation, the existing samples in this epopee was
sorted, discussed, from the three above-mentioned perspectives. This study
conducted a stylistic analysis of the outstanding linguistic, literary and
ideological features of Rabi’s poems. The study identifies these features along
with characteristic examples and outstanding results have been illustrated at the
end of this article. The results of this study show that, at the topical level, the
sources of Ali-Nameh proved more reliable and were much in line with
historical accounts. Linguistically, had some weak points in terms of word
range and coherent grammatical structures and problems in rhythm and rhyme.
At the literary level, enjoyed more simple rhetorical and expressive figures of
speech.

Key words: Ali-Nameh, Rabi’, Epic literature, Epopee.

The Extended Abstract

In the history of the epic literature of Iran, works that have been composed in
verse about the wars of the early Islam after the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi are
called religious epics. These epics have been composed under the influence of
the national epic; therefore, many adaptations have been taken from it. In the
present research, a significant example of religious epics, namely Ali Nameh,
has been examined. Ali Nameh Epopee, the first epic of the Shia, which has
recently been discovered and introduced by researchers of Persian literature,
has opened new insights in the literary studies of religious epics for researchers.
This epic, in addition to its historical and religious values, possesses literary
and artistic values, and it can be said to be the only Shiite epic that has survived
from the early centuries of the advent of Islam to the ninth century. Ali-Nameh,
is a poem by an anonymous poet named Rabii who is apparently from
Khorasan. The poet of this poem has composed it in line with his Shiite beliefs
and has left it as a legacy for future generations. Fascinated by Imam Ali
(PBUH), he has tried to organize the history and historical events of the wars
of Murad and his Murshid in order to be protected from the events and distortion
of the opponents. This poem contains historical information about the two
important battles of the caliphate and the imamate of Ali (PBUH). In the first
book, he describes the Battle of Jamal and briefly describes the events of this
battle, and in the second book, he reports the Battle of Siffin in detail. This
poem consists of eleven thousand two hundred and twenty verses and is
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composed from beginning to end in the meter of mutaqarib, namely "fa'tlun
fa'tlun fa'alun fa'l," which is exactly the meter of Shahnameh by Ferdowsi. The
poet was familiar with the prosody of his time, but in some verses, there are
serious prosodic errors that may be the scribe's error. The poet of Ali Nameh,
who undoubtedly pays attention to Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, an epic that was
written only sixty years before Ali Nameh, also criticizes Ferdowsi and the
heroes of his epic. On one hand, it imitates Shahnameh at least in its meter,
descriptions, and characterization; while on the other hand, it critiques it. In this
study, it has been tried to examine and analyze this poetic work at three
intellectual, linguistic, and literary levels. The main question of the research is
what are the characteristics of the epic-religious system of Alinameh from three
thematic, linguistic, and literary perspectives? In this research, an attempt has
been made to conduct a thorough study of this system and extract linguistic,
literary, and intellectual features of the work, to examine the detailed main and
secondary subjects, linguistic features including phonetic, lexical, and
syntactic, as well as literary features such as figures of speech, imagery, and
their imaginative abilities, and finally, points of strength and weakness,
ancillary values, and related matters have also been referenced. Although at first
glance, this type of examination seems simple, it actually has prerequisites that
researchers need for better conclusions, including mastery of linguistic
information such as grammar, etymology of words, phonetics of words,
phonetic changes, literary devices, including figures of speech and rhetoric,
metrics and rhyme, literary history, literary criticism, stylistics, and... which
fully mastering all of these is a very difficult task, which in this research has
been attempted to be addressed and analyzed by the limited scientific resources
of the authors.The research method in this research is descriptive and analytical,
which is written in a library research method. The data collection tool in this
research was note-taking; initially focusing on Ali Nameh Epopee, and then
sample data related to three viewpoints—intellectual, linguistic, and literary—
were collected. After classification, they were discussed and examined, and
additional information was supplemented using books, articles, and other
informational sources. The scope under study is the system of Ali Nameh by
Rabii, edited by Reza Bayat and Abolfazl Gholami. After a thorough study, the
existing samples in this epopee were classified and discussed at the three
mentioned levels. The analysis of samples largely clarified the prominent
stylistic features of this collection, and the most important findings of this study
were presented in the results section. At the phonetic level, there were metrical
interruptions in some verses, and the poet occasionally altered and distorted
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words to create meter to address this issue; some rhyme flaws were also
observed in the verses, and in some cases, repetitive rhymes and a lack of
rhyme-generating words weakened the verses. At the verbal level, there was
extensive use of Arabic words and phrases, polished verses, the use of ancient
and old words, and word formation and selection for attractiveness in the
language was observed. At the syntactic level, the application of certain
linguistic features of the Khorasani style, such as pronoun shifts, prayer letter,
filling letter, collective plural, two addenda with one complement, the use of
the words 'momal’, 'aba’ instead of 'ba’, 'idar' instead of 'inja’, and 'mar' as an
emphasis marker has been observed. Sometimes the poet has also resorted to
grammatical deviation to highlight or accommodate the metrical conditions of
the verses. At a literary level, literary devices were mostly simple and
understandable, and their frequency was low. The similes used in this poem
were mostly simple and repetitive in some cases. The use of similes also had a
high frequency. The figures of speech used in this work were mainly of the type
of irony, pun, alliteration, repetition, proportion, contrast, contradiction,
hyperbole, and so on. At the intellectual level, the poet is confident of the
accuracy and correctness of the historical events of the poem. In narrating
hadiths, he has observed the aspect of moderation and has avoided cursing and
insults.The poet considered Ali-Nameh Epopee superior to Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh and also has shown bias and partisanship towards the story's heroes
throughout the poem. It has shown the habit of the miracles of Ali (PBUH). In
the course of the verses, he has also considered the virtues and prominent
attributes of Ali (PBUH). In some cases, the description of events contains
unrealistic and exaggerated statistics. Sometimes the poet also takes advantage
of the opportunity and includes didactic and instructive verses in the midst of
the poem. In some verses, the poet has also reflected examples of people's
folklore. In the results section at the end of the study, a summary of the most
important results obtained at different levels of the study was classified and
presented separately in the form of tables.
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