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Abstract

Citizenship rights and social customs are among the topics that are included in
the themes of these new writings, according to the context of the prose works.
Concepts such as citizenship rights are considered examples of modernity and
modernity in the current era, which were mostly influenced by western ideas
and due to mental contexts, political and social developments in Europe entered
the thought and culture of Iranians. Iranian writers used this concept in their
works and writings, and above all, it appeared in contemporary prose works.
On the other hand, social manners have taken part of the content of prose works
due to the interaction of literature with society. One of these authors who has
been analyzed in this research is Mohammad Bager Kermanshahi, nicknamed
Khosravi. The purpose of writing this article is to examine the citizenship rights
and social customs in the work of Khosravi, which was done in a descriptive-
analytical way.The result of the research shows that Khosravi wrote his works
mostly on the aspect of realism and tried to put the expression of the realities of
the society at the top of his work.
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Introduction
Man is inherently a social being who cannot meet all his needs by himself and
must inevitably solve many of his needs with the help of others. This sociality
and living together defines rights for the individuals of a society that must be
observed by the individuals of a society in order for everyone's citizenship
rights to be realized.
From the past to the present, citizenship rights and public freedoms have
expressed the fundamental characteristics of the individuals of a society for
having an active individual and social life in that society. Looking at the history
of humanity from the beginning to the present, we find that one of the issues of
concern to mankind is equality and justice. Persian literature has never been
devoid of this category, and literary greats have constantly paid attention to this
issue and have expressed their views on the issue of citizenship rights in the
form of poetry and prose. Enjoying individual and citizenship rights in human
society has been the main concern of mankind throughout various historical
periods, and accordingly, literary works themselves are a way to understand the
social conditions, values, norms, and anomalies of society in any period. This
research focuses on citizenship rights in Shams and Toghra by Mirza
Mohammad Bagir Khosravi, because many of the views and theories of
intellectuals, writers, and scholars are hidden within this work, and by
examining it, citizenship rights can be expressed.
Research Background
V- Mohammad Javad, Javid, (Y+)£), in an article titled “Reviewing the
Philosophical Foundations of the Theory of Relativity in Citizenship Rights”,
the key to regulating the legal system at the individual and collective levels lies
in the theory of relativity in citizenship rights. The theory of relativity in
citizenship rights is an objective analysis aimed at explaining the external
situation, just as the theory of application in natural rights is based on the
subjective principle within. These two, influenced by each other and related to
each other, depict and interpret two dimensions of human existence in the field
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of life that are inseparable in practice. Since human rights can be divided into
two dimensions, fixed and variable, both of these types are partners in
establishing citizenship rights, but that part of human rights that is identified
and polished in the community is not fixed over time and space, and each
society, based on its priorities for collective happiness, can prefer elements over
others that are not necessarily generalizable or experiential and may differ from
one society to another. The only eternal element in these rights is fundamental
human rights, which can also be limited and restricted in collective conditions.
Y- Alizadeh Birjandi, Zahra, (Y+)Y), in an article titled “Links between
nationalist discourses and citizenship rights in the Qajar era” writes: The idea
of nationalism or nationalism and the concept of citizenship rights are among
the concepts and foundations of modernist thought. The emergence of these two
discourses in Europe was influenced by mental backgrounds, political and
social developments, and democratic revolutions, especially the Great French
Revolution. In Iran during the Qajar era, following the growth of innovative
ideas, an opportunity was also provided to propose new legal concepts,
including the concept of citizenship rights. A study of the works of thinkers and
innovators of the Qajar era shows that the discourse of nationalism was a
suitable platform for proposing the emerging concept of citizenship rights at
that time. The present article aims to examine the impact of nationalist thought
on the design and spread of the discourse on citizenship rights in the Qajar era.
The most important approach of the article is that the patriotic discourse, in
addition to arousing patriotic feelings, became a suitable entry point for the
design of citizenship rights and the transformation of the relations between the
state and the nation.

Y- Shadman, Mahdieh, (Y +?°), in an article titled “Citizenship Rights from the
Perspective of Imam Khomeini” writes: The emergence of the concept of
citizenship can be considered coincident with the emergence of the first
governments. Governments derive their authority and power from citizens and
in return have duties and responsibilities towards citizens. Citizens also have
reciprocal duties in relation to the government. Imam Khomeini, the late
founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran, has fundamental views on the rights of
citizens. His theoretical approach is based on the rights of the nation. Based on
this insight, the authors examine and explore the three central rights in the field
of citizenship rights (freedom, justice, and security) and the rights derived from
them, relying on the thoughts of the Imam.
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Discussion

- Components of Citizenship

This story (Shams and Toghra) is a bitter truth about the conditions of Shiraz
during the Mongol conquest and the time of their violence and bloodshed in this
land. It seems that Khosravi was aware of the characteristics of this period
before writing this story and was able to reflect it well.

In this story, the author speaks of a time when the Ilkhans in Iran were free to
commit any aggression and the rulers presented many gifts to the Mongol
llkhans in order to gain wealth and maintain their position. "The market of
competition and secret conspiracies was hot and no one was safe from his
property and life, and sometimes it would fall into the hands of other new states
to fill their pockets, and in the meantime, someone who was clever and
opportunistic could get rid of them." (Yusefi, 1370: 216)

"The Mongol Khan neither knew God nor was he ashamed of anyone. "To earn
a dinar, he ordered the destruction of a wall, and to collect a grain, he ordered
the destruction of a house." (Khosravi, 1385: 172) The chaotic social and
political conditions of Shiraz during the reign of Abesh Khatun and the internal
chaos of Iran due to the military and administrative domination of the Mongols
over the country are clearly evident in the formation of the scenes and events of
the story. Therefore, the hero of the story (Shams) is forced to adopt a
conservative spirit in order to achieve his desires and pay tribute to all the
government's organs from the windfall wealth he has received, and in Abedini's
words, "like the heroes of fairy tales, relying on a large treasure, he provides
the means for his progress.” (1387: 33)

The author skillfully attributes the hero’s bowing and bowing to the Mongol
rulers or their agents to the chaotic conditions of the Mongols and justifies his
compromise with the Mongols, believing that it is this spirit of submission and
adaptation in society that sometimes compels the hero, out of expediency or out
of necessity, to cooperate with them and spend all his resources to ward off
possible harm and reach his beloved, and in this way, he does not hesitate to
sacrifice his life and property and to welcome any danger.

According to Gholamhossein Yousefi, “The spirit of submission and the way
the people behave towards the Mongols is one of the instructive scenes of the
book. The common people, who had no hands or feet; the elites also agreed to
anything out of fear that their property, status, and interests would be
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jeopardized. However, if there was any voice, it was from the people in the
bazaar alley.” (Yousefi, 1991: 218)

The characteristics that Khosravi gives to the characters of the story are a
reflection of the true and natural types in society and his own thoughts, and in
Gholam's opinion, the author, with his constitutionalism and mild reformism,
has attempted to depict a historical period similar to his own time in Shams and
Toghra. He wants to stop the aggression of foreigners from Iran and improve
its political and social situation by establishing constitutionalism, and he seeks
his ideas in the ideals of the protagonist of the story. (Gholam, 1992: 227)
-Xenophobia

In the second chapter and the beginning of the story, the author, through the
protagonist of the story, Shams, considers the Mongols "barbarians, destroyers
of the country, enemies of the religion of Islam, unjust infidels, and desert camel
herders” who have become the rulers and possessors of authority over the
people. (Khosravi, 1385: 30)

Shams' stance against the Mongols is followed by Khorram's conservative
advice, who tells him: "Religious zeal and pain,” although desirable and
acceptable, should be concealed, and advises him to avoid telling the truth,
which is necessary for any ruler, so that he can "eat bread at the daily rate and
clean the threshing floor no matter which way the wind blows.” (Ibid.: 30)
However, Shams does not accept Khorram's uncle's advice, saying: "It is better
for a Muslim to die than to be subject to an infidel and bow down to the enemy
of religion."” (Ibid.: 31) Khorram, who is an experienced and worldly person and
Shams' mentor, does not insist on his advice, and sighs in agreement with
Shams' words, saying: "Yes, my son, it is so. If we were Muslims and had felt
like Muslims and had acted according to the conditions of Islam, we would
never have been captured by the infidels and the idolaters would not have
dominated us.” (Ibid.)

These conversations show that Khosravi, who is a patriot and advocate of
freedom, considers the problems of that day in the country to be the aggression
of foreigners and the division and separation of the Muslims of Iran. Referring
to the verse “Indeed, Allah does not change the condition of a people until they
change their condition.” (Ra’d: 11),

he leaves the fate of the people in their own hands and considers every social
change and transformation to be dependent on individual awareness and
transformation.



9

Perhaps it can be said that the author’s xenophobia is one of the things that is
seen in various places in the story, and this trait stems from his hatred of
foreigners and the circumstances in which the Shah himself finds himself.
“The service of these God-fearing Mongols is fraught with many dangers.”
(Khosravi, 1385: 706)

The author uses every opportunity to express the evil deeds of the Mongols:
“Bahadur replied to Shams: I cannot take my family with me. They must come
to the camp from behind. Because Shiraz is not our homeland, but it is a difficult
task, because | have no one to take care of them on this long and dangerous
journey and bring them home safely. | have no son or brother. Only a rotten
eunuch and a few ignorant Mongol servants who are with them will be the
greatest source of danger, because wherever they reach their ugly habit of
encroaching on people’s property, they will end up causing evil.” (Ibid.: 241)
-Call to Patriotism

The author's memory of the homeland and his sense of patriotism are repeatedly
and clearly expressed in most of the pages of the book through the language of
the characters in the story.

Khorram's response to Shams: "... It is necessary for all of us to think about the
good and bad of it (the homeland and its people). At night, when | am sleepless,
| think about such matters regarding the happiness and misery of our beloved
homeland..." (Ibid.: 37)

Elsewnhere in the story, this sentence is spoken by Khorram to Shams.
Conclusion: Iranian literature, especially contemporary prose, is a
comprehensive mirror of people's lives. One of the most important subjects
studied in social sciences is the effects that society has on the individual.
Undoubtedly, these factors have an impact on the writer and may affect this
group more than others. The writer, as an individual in society, is also
influenced by the social, cultural, and political environment and the ideals of
his society, and his works will be a manifestation of social and natural
manifestations. Therefore, it can be said that when a literary work becomes
popular among people, when a person reads it, he feels that the creator of the
work is a part of him and knows his pains and sufferings. In this study, Khosravi
has tried to express the bitterest current realities in his society in a simple and
sincere manner and to broaden the readers' horizons towards some of the
deepest problems of society. His goal is to show the decline of the ancient
values that have been the foundations of life and civilization in this land for
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centuries, and he wants to prevent this decline through this representation by
stimulating thoughts and minds. What can be seen in the novel Shams and
Togra as civil rights is mostly a criticism and protest against the status quo,
which Khosravi has expressed in the best possible way. The main method of
writing fiction is based on realism and expressing the status quo. Regarding
social customs, folk wisdom reflects the beliefs and principles accepted by the
people of a land from the past to the present.
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