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Abstract

Dystopia is an unpleasant imaginary world where all human ideals have turned
into anti-ideals. The depiction of this world filled with corruption in fictional
literature has manifested in the form of novels and short stories within the
science fiction genre. It is an imagined reality that contains elements of truth,
aiming to protest and warn against existing conditions.In this article, using a
descriptive-analytical research method, the dystopian characteristics of “fear,
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loss of identity, deprivation of freedom and choice, denial of individuality, and
lies and deception” are compared between three Iranian books"kaj zadegi",
"khodayane shahri va ashbahe parse zanande" and "jazireyi baraye tabeede
kaghaz pareha” and three foreign books: "1984," "The Handmaid's Tale," and
"Mortelle” The similarities and differences between the narratives are then
examined.The good Spatialization and characterization in the foreign books
engage readers, making the fictional worlds they describe highly believable.
Readers find meaningful connections between the events of the stories and their
contemporary realities; they fear the prospect of encountering similar situations,
thus fulfilling the dystopian narrative's purpose.In contrast, the dystopian
elements in Iranian works, due to a lack of detail, description, and weaker
world-building and character development, come across as more abstract and
ambiguous. Readers perceive them as distant from real life and struggle to
establish connections between the fictional world and their own societal
experiences. As a result, they do not empathize deeply with the characters and
may fail to grasp the warnings embedded in the stories.

Keywords
Dystopia, Kaj zadegi, Khodayane shahri va ashbahe parse zanande, Jazireyi
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Throughout history, many groups have attempted to create a perfect and ideal
world on Earth. Scientific advancements and politicians' promises have fueled
hopes for realizing this utopian dream; however, the results of these promises
and efforts have led to numerous experiences of war and poverty. The dream of
a utopia turned into a nightmare in reality, prompting artists to create the
opposite concept, known as dystopia. Dystopia refers to a place of suffering and
misfortune. It portrays a world filled with unpleasant imagery, showcasing the
grim consequences of social, political, and technological systems
(Heydariyanshahri, 90:2012). Dystopian literature emerged in the twentieth
century, with authors writing dystopian stories in protest against the conditions
and events of their time. Notable examples of dystopian works include George
Orwell's "1984," Margaret Atwood's "The Handmaid's Tale,” and Christopher
Frank's " Mortelle."

This research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, first examining
the characteristics of dystopia in three Persian books: " Jazireyi baraye tabeede
kaghaz pareha " by Majid Teimouri, " Kajzadegi " by Zoha Kazemi, and "
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Khodayane shahri va ashbahe parse zanande " by Mohammad Zarei,
demonstrating that these narratives fall into the category of dystopian literature.
Subsequently, the differences between these books and their foreign
counterparts are discussed.

Dystopian Stories

The main subject of dystopian stories revolves around society, emphasizing the
meaninglessness, futility, and aimlessness of the world and human existence.
The author does not merely describe this futility but embeds it within the
narrative. Typically, a dominant power exists that oversees all aspects of human
life. This power could be a government, ideology, or prevailing technology that
eradicates all freedoms and transforms life into an utter catastrophe.
Characteristics of Dystopian Stories

Dystopian narratives feature elements such as sterilization, censorship, fear,
loss of identity, denial of individuality, collectivism, violence, and absolutism,
all indicating a terrifying ruinous city where humanity is in decline.

Creation of Fear: The primary emotion conveyed to the reader through
dystopian narratives is fear. In " Khodayane shahri va ashbahe parse zanande "
the depiction of a dark Tehran and themes of death evoke this fear, while "
Jazireyi baraye tabeede kaghaz pareha " presents a world devoid of agency. In
" Kajzadegi " the descriptions of the government "Dama" instill terror in the
audience.

Loss of Identity: In dystopian stories, individuals often lack identity and are
reduced to mere tools for the ruling power's objectives. In " Kajzadegi "
individuals' identities are erased by the ruling power. Frequent changes in
names and jobs in " Jazireyi baraye tabeede kaghaz pareha " illustrate the loss
of identity. This element is absent in Zarei's book.

Deprivation of Freedom and Choice: In dystopian settings, the dominant
force maintains its power through constant control over individuals. The
government makes decisions without citizen participation or consideration of
their will (Akman, 2015:76). In " Kajzadegi " the government determines the
details of people's lives. In " Khodayane shahri va ashbahe parse zanande "
individuals are compelled to follow the directives of the "system." In many of
Teimouri's narratives, the reader senses a lack of freedom and compulsion, even
without knowing the name of the ruling force.
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Denial of Individuality: Dystopian societies obliterate individuality, where
everything is framed in terms of collective interests, personal privacy is
nonexistent, and individuals are under complete control (Akman, 2015:77).
This component is absent in Zarei's and Teimouri's books, although in ™
Kajzadegi " the government disregards human rights and personal privacy for
the sake of collective benefit.

Lies and Deception: In dystopian worlds, the ruling power deceives
individuals, leading them to believe that society is a true utopia. In Zarei's
narrative, the system coerces individuals into actions through false promises.
The atmosphere of deception and lies permeates Teimouri's book, while the
government in " Kajzadegi " misleads the populace and records history to serve
its interests.

Analysis of the Stories

In "1984" and "The Handmaid's Tale," the time and place are well-defined. In
Mortelle, the location is clear . These stories detail the characters' daily lives,
thoughts, feelings, and fears, along with the country's conditions, laws,
punishments, and their rationale, all described in a manner orderly and
reflective of reality. Even though readers know the stories are fictional, they
vividly imagine the depicted dystopia. In the three Iranian examples, time is
ambiguous; " Khodayane shahri va ashbahe parse zanande " is set in Tehran,
while " Kajzadegi " lacks a specific location, and " Jazireyi baraye tabeede
kaghaz pareha " specifies only one narrative. This ambiguity in time and place
is a detail that Iranian authors have not addressed thoroughly. In "The
Handmaid's Tale" and " Mortelle " hope for change and the struggle for
betterment resonate with readers. The bleak portrayal in "1984," alongside its
similarities to contemporary events, instills fear of ending up in a world akin to
that of the narrative. In these three novels, the characters are dynamic and strive
for change. In Zarei's book, characters decide to fight the system but ultimately
fail. In Teimouri's book, characters do not attempt to change their
circumstances, and the level of bleakness does not evoke the same fear
experienced in "1984." " Kajzadegi " shares more similarities with foreign
examples, while love, transformation, and hope are central themes akin to "The
Handmaid's Tale,” though its impact is not as profound.

Conclusion

The primary difference between the dystopias of foreign stories and their
Iranian counterparts lies in the atmosphere, character development, and
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attention to detail. Foreign books engage the reader more effectively; the fear
of a future resembling the narrative encourages reflection, and love is a
significant theme that brings forth hope and effort. In Iranian literature, readers
do not experience the same level of fear and warning, nor can they deeply
empathize with the characters, with love being impactful primarily in "
Kajzadegi."
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