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The development and evolution of the mystical term “patience” from the
beginning to the end of the eighth century

Abstract

Although the term “patience” is one of the basic and fundamental concepts of Sufis in their conduct, there has been no
consensus on its definition, classification and examples, from the early centuries to the eighth century. And each mystic,
according to his own experience, perception and study, has understood and presented a special concept of patience, its
types and its status.

From the beginning of Islam, due to the verses of the Holy Quran and the hadiths of the Holy Prophet (PBUH), the
word “patience” entered the field of mysticism and gradually developed greatly and became a unique and special term.
Sufis have provided various examples, concepts, and classifications of this term.

This study - through the report of the sayings of the elders of Sufism - intends to show the transformation,
consolidation, definition, division, results, similarity, best and most difficult, position and signs of the mystical term
“patience” from the oldest Sufi texts to the end of the eighth century based on the historical course.

Keywords: Definitions of patience, types of patience, place of patience, results of patience, the best and most difficult patience



