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Abstract

Rhetorical questions with secondary semantics play a crucial role in identifying style, increasing the
semantic and emotional load of words, inducing different tones, diversity in artistic ambiguity, and
beautifying the text. Therefore, seeking all kinds of rhetorical questions and classifying and criticizing
them has been very important in stylistic research, rhetorical criticism, and discursive analysis. The
present study aimed to examine the types of questions in Nima Yoshij's poems and analyze and
classify the questions in order to induce secondary and discursive semantics. This descriptive-
statistical and discursive study indicated that out of a total of 191 rhetorical questions, the themes of
emphasis, denial, regret, complaint, rebuke, and prohibition allocate the highest frequency. The
evasion, irony and mockery, surprise, wish, and desire semantics have been used a lot among the
rhetorical questions in Nima Yoshij's poetry. These questions hold a prominent place in Nima Yoshij's
inner and philosophical conversations with himself and nature, his social criticisms, presentation of
phenomenological and ideological attitudes, and emotional and critical complaints. Further, the
questions make Nima Yoshij's poems specific with respect to his personal style mixed with particular
worldview.

Keywords: Rhetorical question, Nima Yoshij, secondary semantics, content analysis, rhetorical
criticism



