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! “The bird looks pleased at the bait.” (Nicholson, 1926, vol. 4, p. 307)
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Nicholson, Reynold A. (1926). The Mathnawi of Jalaluddin Rumi. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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Zina of the Eye or Gaze of the Eye?
A suggestion for editing a verse in the Mathnavi of Rumi

Abstract

The dots of Persian and Arabic letters and spaces between them and other words play a decisive role in editing manuscripts.
If in one sentence, the distance between one of the letters makes it meaningful in different ways, each of which has a proper
application in the context, it becomes challenging to choose the correct one. Now, if we include the interpretability and, in
particular, the distinct method of mystical interpretations in readings the phrases, we would face more fitting choices .In the
fourth book of Rumi's Mathnavi, in the "story of druggist whose balance-weight was clay for washing the head..." there is a
phrase that is read in different ways depending on the distance between its letters and having or not having a dot. Each of
Mathnavi's editors and commentators has chosen a form and laid the foundation for their editing and interpretation. The two
most picked commentaries are insufficient in conveying the phrase's meaning. In this article, |1 examine the possible forms of
this phrase. Then, by showing how most important commentators of Masnavi interpreted this phrase, | offer a new
possibility that does not have the inadequacy of the previous ones.

Keywords: Manuscripts, Editing, Rumi, Mathnavi, Fourth book



