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Investigating Simorgh Characterization
in Epic and Gnosticism

Farahnaz Farhadi', Ali-Asghar Halabi Ph.D.?

Abstract

Persian myths, represented in the traditional, epic and gnostic texts for years,
serve as the best model for analysis of characters due to their undergoing
remarkable changes, their genuineness and their justifying power. “Simorgh”
should be considered as the most distinguished example that fully reflects
Iranian myths due to its sacred, mysterious and multifaceted nature:
Contemporary mythologist, Joseph Campbell, believes that phoenix will
change into a creature to be so easily followed by human beings. The study at
hand focuses on the chronology of changes in personality of phoenix in
transition from epic to Gnosticism. Hence, the elements of personality and
the words and deeds of the legendary bird was investigated, while
contemplating on what is attributed to it or the way it is described. The
findings of this research introduce simorgh as a multifaceted personality,
which can be called as the “Fertility-Renaissance” hero or Goddess.

Keywords: Simorgh, Epic, Gnosticism, Elements of Characterization.
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