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Abstract

The art of painting in Isfahan has a historical background dating back to cave dwellings in this region,
playing a significant role in the evolution of Iranian painting and maintaining its structure throughout
governmental changes. Isfahan’s geographical location, situated in the center of Iran, has provided Iranian
artists with the opportunity to engage with both Eastern and Western transformations. This characteristic,
coupled with the migration and establishment of art universities in Iran, has had a profound impact on
cultural and artistic relationships, leading to innovative movements in contemporary Isfahan painting.
Drawing on the concept of hybridity and the third space, Homi Bhabha effectively describes the formation
of this space in postcolonial critique and emphasizes its significance in generating new cultural and artistic
interactions. One of the key factors contributing to the creation of such a space in contemporary Isfahan
painting is the presence of migrant artists and graduates from art universities in other cities who have
contributed to the emergence of a new visual space in Isfahan's art scene. This article aims to review the
identity and formation of the third space in contemporary painting in Isfahan, with a focus on Homi
Bhabha's theory. The central question of this research is: What impact have immigrant artists had on the
reinterpretation of identity and the formation of the third space in Isfahan's contemporary painting? The
research methodology employed is primarily a combination of a fundamental-applicative approach in
terms of its objective and a descriptive-analytical approach in terms of its nature. The sampling method
utilized is purposeful, involving the selection of four artists who have studied both in Tehran and in
universities and schools in Isfahan, particularly in the field of painting. The research findings demonstrate
that immigrant artists in Isfahan have successfully contributed to the creation of a new intercultural space
within the city, closely aligning with Homi Bhabha's conceptualization of the third space
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