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Abstract

Objective: Nowadays, the sport has found a special place as an influential phenomenon in all societies
to the extent that in the field of sociology, it is referred to as the most apparent manifestation of social
and cultural life, and it is influential in the rationalization of social life and the development of modern
societies. So, education is one of the most important factors promoting sports and their effects on society.
Physical education teachers are at the forefront and are responsible for this serious matter. Today, due
to the prosperity of sports and the significant presence of media and means of mass communication in
sports, it can be acknowledged that the media are the most potent tools for projecting and spreading
ideas and the most efficient tools for people to search and obtain information. On the other hand, since
sports have been considered one of the influencing factors in social, economic, and even international
fields across many countries worldwide, they can institutionalize and promote policies such as ethics.
While promoting and introducing sports ethics in society, especially among physical education and
sports science teachers, the obstacles and problems can be eliminated. So, it can be used as an effective
tool to achieve media literacy followed by sustainable social welfare. The current research's main
problem is how to design a model to justify the potential effects of professional ethics on social well-
being with the mediating role of media literacy among physical education and sports science teachers in
Kermanshah province.

Methodology: The present quantitative research focuses on justifying a model, followed by an
analytical-exploratory statistical analysis approach empowered by correlational statistics. The
participants were 1059 physical education and sports science teachers across three levels, including
elementary, middle, and high school, randomly selected based on Morgan's table. In order to collect the
data required for this research, three standard questionnaires were used: professional ethics (Salimi et
al., 2016), Keyes' (1998) social well-being questionnaire (1998), and Rajabi's (2013) media literacy
questionnaire. In this research, the face and content validity of the questionnaires were approved by a
panel of sports management experts. In addition, structural equations were used to examine the
relationships between the model's components. The SmartPLS statistical software was used to analyze
the data.

Results: According to the research findings, the media literacy variable has the highest average, and the
professional ethics variable has the lowest average. Also, the average variance extracted for the current
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variables is higher than 0.5. Therefore, it can be said that the convergent validity of the measurement
model is favorable. The structural equation path analysis results showed the effects of professional ethics
on media literacy with an impact factor of 0.77 and a critical value of 18.54 and the effects of
professional ethics on social well-being with an impact factor of 0.35 and a critical value of 4.01. Also,
media literacy has positively and significantly impacted social well-being, with an impact factor of 0.48
and a critical value of 5.14. In addition, professional ethics has the highest impact on media literacy,
with an impact factor of 0.77, and professional ethics has the most negligible impact on social well-
being, with an impact factor of 0.35. According to the software output and the Sobel test, which shows
the effect of professional ethics on social well-being with the mediating role of media literacy, the
research index of these three variables proved t=11.74. According to the output indicators, at a
confidence level of more than 90%, the HO hypothesis is rejected, so it is clear that professional ethics
affects social well-being with the mediating role of media literacy. This means that social welfare will
also increase with increased professional ethics and media literacy.

Conclusion: Considering the influential role of physical education and sports science teachers in the
development of students' cultural and moral values, as well as emphasizing human resources as the most
critical asset of schools, the associated factors related to them should be thoroughly investigated.
Therefore, in further studies, paying attention to media literacy and social well-being in the development
of professional ethics of physical education and sports science teachers in schools and their
characteristics and behavior in creating a developed system of moral values and promoting and nurturing
it among their peers should be considered. Paying attention to different aspects of physical education
teachers' lives, including economic and cultural issues, is potentially beneficial in reducing adverse
effects on their moral values and the moral values of their subsequent students.

Keywords: social welfare, professional ethics, media literacy, physical education teachers
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