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Abstract

Objective: Many factors affect the migration of elites, which can be divided into internal and external
factors. External factors that exist in developed or immigrant-receiving countries include the high level
of welfare and finance. Internal factors are also one of the other effective factors of elite immigration
including political and social, scientific and cultural, economic, educational, and occupational and
livelihood factors (Javdani, 2005). There is a high diversity in elite sports than in the achievements of
popular sports, both among countries and over time. It seems that countries achieving very high rates of
sports participation face a trade-off between the level of success in the Olympics and broader, but
sustainable, participation in sports (Nessel, 2021).

The comprehensive training system of elite athletes includes various aspects such as quality coaching, tools
and facilities, administrative and executive structure, financial support and especially talent identification.
Despite this, all these aspects are influenced by the macro variable that is the direction of the government's
political orientations in relation to elite sports (Bergsgard, 2017).

In other words, international success is achieved through public policy by adopting a strategic approach to
athlete development. Nevertheless, we should not ignore the influence of public opinion on policies in the
country; because the acceptance and acceptability of sports policies by the people can be one of the potential
research fields and provide an effort to understand the public attitude towards sports policies.
Methodology: The research method was mixed. The statistical population in the qualitative section was
12 experts and specialists in the field of elite sports, which were selected in a targeted manner and the
interviews continued until theoretical saturation was reached. To calculate the reliability of the
interview, the intra-subject agreement method of two coders was used and the reliability value was equal
to 0.83. Grounded theory and Strauss and Corbin's approach (1990) were used to analyze the data.

In the quantitative part, the statistical population included elite athletes, 407 of whom were selected as
a sample. The research tool was the questionnaire. Quantitative data analysis was done using structural
equations and PLS software.

Results: In the qualitative part, 33.33% of the interviewees were women and 66.67% of them were men.
Also, the highest amount in the history of management in sports is related to the experience of more
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than 15 years with 33.33% and the lowest is related to 1 to 5 years with 10%. the majors of the
interviewees also have shown that 58% of them had education related to sports science, 25% in
management and 16.67% in other fields of study. In the quantitative part, the results showed that 30%
of the respondents were women and 70% of them were men. The results of data analysis using three
methods of open coding, central coding and selective coding showed that 98 primary concepts in 17
levels and 7 categories trust building, facilitating conditions, limitations, basic policies of quality
improvement, understanding of successes and acceptance of policies were categorized

Table 1. Path coefficient values and t-statistics of hypotheses related to research model paths

relation Path T significant  Results
coefficient  statistics

Causal conditions mp Central Category 151 3.535 .001 proved
Background conditions mp Central Category 136 2.370 .001 proved
Intervening conditions mmp Central Category 617 13.085 .001 proved
Background conditions map Strategies .204 3.314 .001 proved
Intervening conditions = Strategies 576 6.575 .001 proved
central category msp Strategies .259 3.665 .001 proved
Strategies map Consequences .990 44.030 .001 proved

Based on the findings of the quantitative section, except for the relationship between the background
conditions and the central category on strategy, all the paths examined in the current research are
confirmed

Table 2 values of fit indices for research model variables

variable Q2 R2 SRMR
Central Category .343 .653
Strategies 46 .367 .089
Consequences 488 979

According to the information in Table 2, the values obtained for the Q2 index are in the medium to
strong range. Also, the R2 values are in the medium to strong range and the SRMR value is less than
0.1, which indicates the appropriate quality of the tested model.

Conclusion: By knowing the pattern governing the public opinion of a society, it is possible to predict
the behavior of the people of that society in the future and in various events. On the one hand, this issue
is very important for rulers and political parties, and on the other hand, for sociologists and social
psychologists. We should not ignore the role and influence of public opinion on policies in the country,
because the acceptance and acceptability of sports policies by the people are one of the potential research
areas, trying to understand the public attitude towards sports policies. A high level of public support for
sports success is required as one of the resources required for the successful development of an elite
sports system (Funahashi, 2015). Therefore, understanding and accepting the policies of the elites, which
will reduce their migration, requires a strategic approach. This approach includes supporting the growth
and development of athletes with the benefit of advanced technologies, supporting veterans, recognizing
the patterns governing the public opinion of society and adopting policies aligned with organizational
aims in sports organizations
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