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Abstract

Objective: The aim of this research was to determine the pyramid of responsibility hierarchy and its
relationship with demographic characteristics in Asian elite soccer and futsal referees.

Methodology: The research utilized a survey method. The statistical population included elite football
and futsal referees in Asia who were listed as elite in 2017 (N=317). Eventually, 292 respondents
participated in the research through available sampling. Data was collected using a researcher-made
accountability questionnaire, which was validated through feedback from 12 sports management
professors, and its reliability was confirmed with a Cronbach's alpha coefficient of 0.85. Descriptive
indices (frequency and percent frequency), Kolmogorov Smirnov tests, ANOVA, Pearson correlation
coefficient, Friedman test, and path analysis were employed for data analysis using SPSS version 16
and EQS version 6.2 statistical software.

Results: The findings revealed a positive and significant relationship between age (r=0.352, P=0.024)
and arbitration history (r=0.403, P=0.001) with responsibility. Furthermore, the results demonstrated
that economic, social, legal, and ethical factors have a positive and significant effect on responsibility.
Additionally, the responsibility hierarchy pyramid indicated that the order of factors from the highest
part of the pyramid were as follows: social, legal, economic, and moral responsibility.

Conclusion: Considering the responsibility hierarchy pyramid, it is crucial to strengthen the social,
economic, legal, and ethical aspects among the referees. By doing so, the conditions for enhancing their
performance levels can be fostered, ultimately leading to improved overall effectiveness and
accountability among elite soccer and futsal referees in Asia.
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