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Abstract

The main goal of this study was to review the
perspectives of faculty and curriculum specialists toward
good conditions of the structure of optimal decision
making in designing higher education curriculum in
terms of nine elements of curriculum ( goals, content,
Learning activities, teaching strategies, evaluation,
grouping, learning resources and tools, time and space).
The statistical population of this research was the faculty
members of Ferdowsi University of Mashhad and
curriculum specialists of the country which the sample
size of 100 were chosen using Morgan table and 30
curriculum specialists from six universities of the country
were chosen using Non-probability sampling methods
with Convenience Sampling. Method of this research was
descriptive and the survey type and the research
instrument was a researcher-made questionnaire. The
result of descriptive statistics (components mean) showed
that the faculty members demanded the semi-centralized
status in decision-making on the components of goals,
content, evaluation, time and space. They also wanted
decentralization status in decision-making on four
components of learning, teaching methods, grouping,
learning resources and tools. Mean scores of curriculum
specialists’ opinions showed that they asked for semi-
centralized status in decision-making on the components
of goal, evaluation and time. They also wanted
decentralization status in  components of learning
activities and teaching methods, grouping, learning
resources, tools and the space. The results of inferential
statistics (multiple — variation variance method) also
showed that there was no significant difference between
the perspectives of the faculty members of different
universities with different academic rankings. The t-test
result was showed that there was significant difference
between the perspectives of the curriculum specialists and
those of the faculty members, in such a way that the
specialists and the Ph.D. students of curriculum
demanded more decentralization status in decision-
making. It was also suggested that more authority should
be given to the universities on curriculum design.
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