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Reflection of Social Issues in Logbooks of the Qajar Period

Sedigheh Pourkhosh Saadat®, Dr. Ali Mohammad Moazeni?, Dr. Thoraleh
Norouzi Davoodkhani®

Abstract

Logbook is a useful tool which provides relevant information to know
various aspects of the history and culture of the people of an area. In the present
research, four logbooks of “Mirza Fattah Khan, Haj Sayyah, Haji Pirzadeh and
Etemad-ol-Saltaneh” have been selected from the Qajar period. This study aims
to examine the social issues and basic infrastructures in the structure of a society
reflected in logbooks; Thus, this research uses a descriptive-analytical method to
answer the question of what social issues are reflected in the selected logbooks
of the Qajar period. The results indicated that logbook writers had two
approaches to social issues: first, to raise issues and infrastructures, and second,
to enumerate social problems. In both sections, Haj Sayyah and Haji Pirzadeh
paid the most attention to social issues. Pirzadeh emphasized more on what was
going on in other countries, especially in Europe, but Haj Sayyah focused more
on social issues and problems in Iran. With a critical language, he complained
about the poor state of social infrastructures in Iran. Comparison of tourists’
observations on social issues shows that during the Qajar period, social
infrastructures were very unfavorable, which is not comparable to the progress
of European countries in the same period. This led to dissatisfaction with the
government, lack of social welfare, class discrimination, increased immigration
and other social problems in Iran.

Keywords: Logbook, Social Issues, Qajar, Mirza Fattah Khan Logbook, Haj
Sayyah Logbook, Etemad-ol-Saltaneh Logbook and Haji Pirzadeh Logbook.
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