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Abstract

The aim of the current research is to examine the security challenges arising from globalization
in the Middle East and their impact on the foreign policy strategies of two countries. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, the study reveals that Saudi Arabia aims to enhance its regional
position vis-a-vis the Islamic Republic of Iran and has entered regional crises with this objective in
mind. In this regard, the policies pursued by both countries have led to divergence and the
emergence of sectarian tensions at the regional level. The result has been nothing but the
proliferation and spread of terrorism in the region, the pretext for Western countries to intervene
under the guise of combating terrorism, ultimately resulting in a deteriorating regional security
situation. According to the research results, the Islamic Republic of Iran has predominantly adopted
a foreign policy approach in response to the security challenges in the Middle East, focusing on
fostering unity among Islamic nations, resisting hegemony and supporting Islamic awakening. In
contrast, Saudi Arabia has pursued a foreign policy aimed at expanding its influence in regional
countries and forming coalitions. The research findings on the security challenges between the
Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia have manifested in three categories: conflicts stemming
from the clash of prestige and natural power, increasing disparities between defined roles and the
material capabilities of actors, and engagements with third-party actors. Each of these has, in turn,
contributed to tension and instability in the bilateral relations between the Islamic Republic of Iran
and Saudi Arabia. Consequently, instability and tension have emerged in the Middle East security
environment. The most significant consequence of security challenges in the Middle East arising
from the clash of prestige and natural power dynamics is the weakening of the prospects for
establishing a collective security system in the region. Consequently, the feasibility of forming a
regional structure inclusive of all countries to address political challenges has been compromised.
This development serves as a pivotal factor shaping the competitive strategies adopted by Iran and
Saudi Arabia in the Middle East. Within the context of social dominance competition prevailing in
the region, perceptions of threat are heightened, leading to the interpretation of many security
measures taken by governments as threatening by the opposing party.
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