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Abstract

The purpose of the present study is to review the components of Imam Khomeyni's
leadership and behavior from the view of theorists in the field of political psychology and
political science. In this regard and using a descriptive-analytic method, it was attempted to
explain the essence, character, and political behavior of his leadership and the cause of his
deep impact on the social, cultural, and political transformations. The comparative review of
the two theories by Alfred Adler and Max Weber and leadership characteristics of Imam
Khomeyni revealed that some of appropriate strategies in his political behavior include
commitment, justice, self-purification, avoidance of hypocrisy, life style, creativity,
decisiveness, and so on. Contrary to charismatic leaders and Max Weber's theory, he paid
attention to the consolidating role of people and regarded the source of legitimacy to be
divine not personal. He was immensely against gathering fanatic followers for himself as well
as mass and passive outlook on people.
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