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Abstract

One of the important strategies that has been considered in the last half of the last
century to deal with regional imbalance due to the cumulative growth of large cities, is
to strengthen small and medium cities and villages in urban network. Accordingly, the
main purpose of this research is to investigate and analyze the functional effects of
village - cities and its role in the development and balance of urban network system in
Ilam province during the past half century. The present study is descriptive - analytical
based on the nature and method of research. In order to analyze the data, quantitative
analysis has been used by relying on models and urban planning and regional planning
techniques. The results of this study show that the share of village conversion process
to the city in the net increase in urban population of ilam province is more than 1 % of
total increase. In spite of these villages, they have managed to attract and retain the
population and have a positive impact on the spatial integration of population and
adjusting the settlement system of the region

Keywords: Transformation of the village into the city, Regional development,
urban system. Village-city.
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