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Abstract: Domestic poultry constitutes the largest reservoirs of Salmonella serovars
which exist in nature. Many methods are available for controlling the vermin such as
rats and mice, but the entrance of the feral birds such as sparrows (Passer
domesticus) to the farms are inevitable. Contaminated feed stuffs are undoubtedly a
common and important route by which a poultry flock becomes infected with
Salmonella. The purpose of the present study was the isolation and identification of
Salmonella from sparrows which exist in the broiler breeding barns. The study was
based on random sampling from 40 farms. From each farm, five samples were
collected (totally 200 samples). Sparrows were trapped by creel and swabs were taken
from rectum-cloaca region. The swabs were deposited in Rappaport-Vassiliadi (RV)
broth and transferred to the laboratory within 24 hours beside the ice bags. After
incubating in 43 °C for 12-16 hours, streaked on selective and differential media
including Mac Conkey agar and XLD agar were performed. After incubation,
suspected colonies were transferred to triple sugar-iron (TSI) agar and then suspected
isolates were confirmed by means of biochemical tests. The results of present study
showed that all the sparrows were free from Salmonella.
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