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Abstract

Parasitic diseases in natural and cultured fish systems have always brought many problems
to farm owners. One of the most common parasitic diseases in fish is eye parasite infection
Diplostomum spathaceum in natural resources and breeding farms. This parasite is digenean
parasite that has a complex life cycle and distributed in fresh-water fish around the world.
The infectious and pathogenic form of this parasite causes cataract by infecting the eye of
fish, which cause many problems for fish after the disease occur. In this investigation, the
infection with the parasite Diplostomum spathaceum in 60 samples of fish caught from Bukan
Dam in the west Azarbijan province from spring to winter of 1400 was studied. The results
showed that 43.3% of the fish (26) were infected with this parasite, which indicates that the
fish in this water source are highly infected. The average intensity of infection in fish was
9.47+1.56 and the number of parasite metacercaria in the eyes of fish was between 1-14.
Statistically, a significant relationship was observed between the severity of
D.spathaceumcontamination in different seasons of the year (p<0.05) and the comparison of
seasons showed that the highest contamination rate was 73.3% in summer and the lowest was
3.3% in winter.
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