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Abstract

During the summer of 2022, an infection appeared in siberian sturgeon (Acipenser baerii)
reared in raceway system of Fars province. 30 pieces of fish with clinical symptoms were
collected from the ponds. Bacterial samples were cultured from kidney tissue of fish using
brain heart infusion (BHI) agar according to standard method. Gram staining, biological and
biochemical tests were performed on the bacteria isolated from the samples; In addition,
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) was performed on SrDNAL16 gene. Initial isolation of
bacterial culture colonies and biological and biochemical tests on the isolated bacteria
showed that the isolates corresponded to the genus Staphylococcus. The results of the PCR
test on the STDNA16 gene with specific primers with accession humber MK348063 in the
gene bank created a band of 1500 base pairs (bp). The results of the analysis showed that the
sequences belonged to Staphylococcus epidermidis with 100.00% similarity. This is the first
report of the isolation of Staphylococcus epidermidis species from Siberian sturgeon
(Acipenser baerii) farmed in southwest Iran. It was concluded from this study that further
studies are necessary to investigate the pathogenicity of these organisms and their effects on
Siberian sturgeon and other strains of sturgeon.
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