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A study of the literary and linguistic level of
Mahmoud Manaf's poems, the poem "The
Great Debate' as a model
(In light of Roman Jacobson's communication
theory)

Seyed Mohammad Bagher Mahdavi!, Tahere Chaldare?”, Katayoun Fallahi®

Abstract

Mahmood Muhammad Al- mousavi known as Mahmood Manaf is one of the
anonymous poets in the world of Arab literature today. In addition to his poetic
language, he is famous for his poetic genius out of which he gained invaluable
experiences. They give value to the generations with the framework of linguistic
elements, aiming at accomplishing perfection. Employing descriptive-analytic
research method, the present study seeks to investigate one of his doctrinal
poems named " major debate" based on Roman Jacobson's theory. Jacobson
presents six language functions within his communicative theory: motivating,
emotive, poetic, uniting (or possessive), symbolic and metalingual. The study
also, relying on three stylistic levels, namely intellectual, literal and linguistic,
investigates his poetic functions with a view on emotive, poetic and motivating
functions. One of the findings of the study indicates that the poet is honest in his
enthusiasm since he uses complete ballade which is one the most comprehensive
ballades; he uses that in order to highlight simple and unsophisticated emotions
such as rage, joy and pride. Likewise, another conclusion is that the proportion
of voiced letters is more than that of voiceless ones, which is in concordance
with the general atmosphere of the poem because it shows the severity of his
anger at the Umayyad’s policy. In all these matters, we see emotive and
motivating functions as an outstanding role. The conclusion reached at out of
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the stylistic investigation of imagery and its function in this ballade is that
Mahmud Manaf employs simile and metaphor to create pictures related to
eulogizing the Prophet’s Household (PBUT) and libeling the Umayyad, and
most of the metaphors used in his poems are of felicitous metaphor. Moreover,
deviation from the norm and the usage of less frequent expressions are among
other features of this ballade.
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