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Descriptive Semantics of “Zeal” in Nahjul-Balagha
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Abstract

Zeal is one of the inner qualities and characteristics of man, which according to the
narrations, especially the hadiths from Imam Ali (peace be upon him), can be considered
one of the highest human perfections. In this article, the semantic components of jealousy
are examined with the approach of association and substitution in Nahjul-Balagha. In
Nahjul-Balagha, jealousy is associated with words such as faith, disbelief, and chastity, and
has a substitution relationship with the words warmth and fanaticism. Based on the
teachings of Nahjul-Balagha, jealousy is one of the moral virtues in man, which has
components such as courage, justice, certainty, and patience. This characteristic is
sometimes considered as one of the moral vices in women, which includes components such
as conflict, vain curiosity, hostility, and deviation from accepting truth and justice.
Considering the coexistence relationship between jealousy and chastity, a jealous person is
chaste and has virtues such as piety, diligence, and honesty in word and deed. Fanaticism
and zeal are considered lexical equivalents of jealousy that can replace this concept in a
substitution relationship, but jealousy is at a higher level than zeal and fanaticism.
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