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Abstract

Grotesque is a literary school that depicts the anomalies of society in a realistic yet
unconventional and extreme way. Any disgusting, brutal, and at the same time comic work
can be considered a grotesque work; in other words, the first characteristic of a grotesque
work is the intensification of confusion and fear in the mental states of the audience.
“Abnormality”, “incomprehensibility”, “distortion”, “humor and fear” are the most
prominent characteristics of a grotesque text that can be rooted in the bitter and unpleasant
realities existing in the author’s society. By analyzing and examining the way these features
are represented in literary texts, one can gain a better and more accurate understanding of
society and the hidden anomalous truths within it. In the present article, a qualitative and
quantitative analysis is made of the functioning of grotesque elements in his last two works,
Mi’an Zarqam (1400) by Siamak Golshiri and Shab Shekarchi (1953) by Davis Grubb, in
different decades in Iran and America. By examining the differences and similarities of
these two works, one can also gain insight into the implicit meanings of these elements.
Among the results of this article, it can be noted that both authors, despite their different
times and places, have represented common elements such as “horror”, “humor mixed with
sadness and fear”, “contradiction in characters”, “profanity”, “use of imaginary voices”,
“abnormality and disgust”. Golshiri and Grubb have also used elements such as "time",
"place" and "sound" to enhance the grotesque meaning of their works. Representing places
with the elements [+scary], [+dark], [+solitude], etc., along with times with the elements
[+night] and [+darkness], has enhanced the anomalous atmosphere of these two novels.
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