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Abstract

Background and Objective: Khoshkedaran national natural monument with an area of 254 hectare is a woodland in
Nashtarood Township in Mazandaran province. This area is one of the 22 national natural monuments in Iran. This aim of
this study is to develope sustainable ecotourism management in this area using AHP (Analitical Hierarchy Process) and
SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) methods.

Method: for AHP, analysis of a hierarchy is made as including 4 levels, object (development of sustainable ecotourism
management), factors (climate, geomorfology, nature and environment, culture and society, and economy), sub-factors and
alternatives (independent ecotourism, ecotourism in small groups, ecotourism in unlimited groups).

Results: After final analysis of the experts opinions using Expert Choice software, the results showd that ecotourism in small
groups is the best alternative for ecotourism in this area, since it had not very negative effect on the area and had economical
advantages.

Conclusion: Moreover, using SWOT analysis, the main Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats for performing
sustainable ecotourism management in Khoshkedaran national natural monument were identified and some strategies were
proposed for performing sustainable management.

Keywords: Sustainable ecotourism, National natural monument, AHP, SWOT.
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Figure 1- Location map of Khoshkedaran national natural monument and surrounding complications in Mazandaran and Iran (5)
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Figure 2- Hierarchical structure of the research to choose the best type of ecotourism in the area
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Table 1- The World Conservation Union's matrix of management and classification objectives in national natural monuments
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