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The Prevalence and Identification of Malassezia spp on
the horses Golestan Province
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The purpose of this study was to detemine the prevalence of
Malassezia spp on the skin of horses of Golestan province and the
effects of sex, breed, age and the geographical area. During 15
months, from july 2004 to sept 2005 sampling was performed by
strilmoquet (kind of carpet) and scraping from perineum, ear, axilla,
groin and dorsum of 256 horses. Part of samples were stained by
methylene blue staining method, and were seen microscopically. All
samples were inculated on the saborured glucose agar (SGA)
supplemented with olive oil. All media contanied 150 mg of
chlromphenicol and 1 gr of cyclohexmide. The identification of lipid
dependent yeasts was based on the ability to use tweens 20, 40, 60
and 80, catalase reaction, spliting of esculin, growth on SGA
supplement with olive oil in 37, 40 and morphological characteristic
on SGA supplemented by olive oil, as described by guillot and gueho
(1996). In this study the pervalence of Malassezia spp was 33.98%
(87case). From 256 horses under study, 50 (19.53%) males and 37
(14.45%) mares had Malassezia positive culture. The highest
pervalence of Malassezia were seen in 2-8 years (55 case) (21.48%)
and turkmonans (37 case) (14.45%). The lowest prevalence were in
under 2 year (12 case) (4.69%). Isolated Malassezia spp frequently
was in groin with frequency of (25 case) (24.27%), and then anus (23
case) (22.33%), ear (22 case) (21.36%), axilla (17 case) (16.5%) and
dorsrum 16 case (15.54%) respectively. The most isolated species
was Malassezia globosa with 23 case (22.33%) and then Malassezia
furfur (19 case) (18.45%), Malassezia resticta (14case) (13.59%),
Malassezia pachydermatis (12 case) (11.65%), Malassezia obtusa (12
case) (11.65%), Malassezia sympodialis (12 case) (11.65%) and
Malassezia slooffiae (11 case) (10.69%) respectively. The prevalence
of Malassezia spp in horses was 33.98% in our study that was lower
than othern reports (60%). There was no correlation between the
prevalence of Malassezia with sex, breed, geographical area excepo
for age.
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