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Identification of Malassezia Species Isolated from
healthy humans and Patients with Seborrhoeic
Dermatitis (SD), Atopic Dermatitis (AD), referred to
Dermatalogy Clinic, Imam Khomeini Hospital
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The Malassezia yeasts are members of the normal human
cutaneous flora. These yeasts cause various human skin diseases
in certain conditions. The aim of this study was to examine the
Malassezia species of the normal skin flora as well as the species
isolated from patients with SD and AD, according to the method
devised by Guillot et al. In this study, the subjects were 81
patients (34 with AD and 47 with SD) and 40 normal subjects. A
direct microscopic examination and cultur were carried out on
the skin samples. The isolated yeasts were identified by
morphological features as well as physiological characteristics.
56 patients (69.1%) were female and the rest (30.9%) were male.
The highest prevalence of skin lesions were seen in patients with
21-30 years of age (41.3%). Cultures yielded positive results in
85.1% of patients with SD and 47.1% of patients with AD as
well as 77.5% of the normal subjects. The culture results showed
a statistically significant difference between the patients and
normal subjects (32, p = 0.001). The positive results of cultures
in patients with SD were more than patients with AD. The results
showed that M. globosa was the dominant species isolated from
AD and normal subjects and M. furfur was the dominant species
isolated from those who suffering of SD.

Key words: Atopic Dermatitis, Seborrhoeic
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Species

M. furfur

M. globosa
M.
pachydermat
is
M. obtusa
M. restricta

M. slooffiae

M.
sympodialis
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Malassezia yeast
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