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A Sociological Approach to the Penal Populism Phenomenon

Fatemeh Dehdarzade **
Assistant Professor Department of Social Sciences, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding
Author)

Abstract: Adopting a penal populist approach by the criminal justice administrators and policymakers has been
one of the most important damages the different systems of criminal justice have been faced with in the recent
decades. By reviewing all the available literature on the issue and, using descriptive-analytical methods and
library studies, the present research tried to study the penal populism phenomenon through a sociological
approach. In other words, as its most important objective, the present research is concerned with explaining and
analyzing sociological contexts leading to the formation of penal populism. The findings showed that different
sociological contexts help in rising penal populism phenomenon in a criminal justice system and criminal policy
- from which public ignorance, undeniable impacts of mass media, and ever increased public fear of crime can
be mentioned as the most important ones. It seems that, determination by institutions of cultural, media, and
criminal justice administrations, mechanisms for legal arrangements among those institutions, and using
western countries relevant experiences are of necessities in controlling those sociological contexts which help in
creating penal populism.

Key words: Sociological context, Fear of crime, Mass media, Criminal policy, Penal populism.
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