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Document Analysis of Health Policy in the Eight Successive Governments of
the Islamic Republic of Iran from 1989 to 2021: (Emphasizing Cabinet

Resolutions)1
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‘ Abstract Homayouni F*» Baghaei Sarabi A"» Esavi M > Ghasemi A

Introduction: Due to Iran's political-economic structure and the government's role in social
policymaking, understanding the transformations in social-welfare policies, including health
and medical care, in the post-Islamic Revolution governments is among the key issues in
political sociology. Therefore, the aim of this research was to conduct a document analysis
of health policy in the eight successive governments of the Islamic Republic of Iran from
1989 to 2021, with an emphasis on cabinet resolutions. The study employed a qualitative
content analysis method, focusing on cabinet resolutions from 1989 to 2021.

Methods: In this study, we employed a qualitative content analysis approach with an
inductive method, focusing on government board approvals from 1989 to 2021. Initially,
these approvals underwent open and secondary coding methods, ultimately evolving into
the primary categories of health policy. The reliability of the coding was substantiated
through a re-coding process conducted over two weeks, achieving a consistency rate of
75%. Additionally, inter-coder reliability between two distinct coders was established at a
rate of 90%.

Results: The findings indicate that government resolutions in the health sector, including
health and medical care, are consistent with their primary policies and electoral slogans.
However, the political approach of the eight successive governments has not significantly
influenced their health policymaking. These policies have been more short-term, situational,
and responsive to societal conditions. None of the examined governments demonstrated a
sufficient equilibrium across the policy domains identified in this study.

Conclusion: While these governments may have operated following their declared slogans
and policies, the formulation of health policies consistently prioritized short-term
exigencies. Consequently, these policies failed to align cohesively toward achieving long-
term objectives within the health system.
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Table 1- Examination of Coding Documentation: An Analysis of Format, Primary and Secondary
Codes, and Main Concepts.
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Figure 1- Comparative Analysis of Governmental Approaches to Healthcare Policies
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Figure 2- Comparative Analysis of Governmental Approaches to Healthcare Policies
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Figure 3- Assessment of the Current Landscape of Health Policies in Examined Governments
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Figure 4- Conceptual model of health policy in the eight governments of the Islamic Republic of
Iran
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