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... Abstract

Much writing on changing trends in urban design scope is based on subjective interpretations of the discipline’s
scholarly output. Scientific and professional journals are assumed as ducts of scientific production and scientific
communication and trying to play these two functions between scholars in different academic fields. Review of
last century researches shows that efficient factors have had a general role in formation, emergence, growth and
development of science with a particular role in knowledge of urban design in which we can consider the scientific
journals. Scientific and professional journals are specialized publications which are published at regular intervals
and play two-function of scientific production and scientific communication.

The place of publications in addition to the role of enormous scientific findings resource in which used by most
professional staff members of the community, is another important source assessment, including the level of
countries or areas of science degree in special and the ability to assess the extent of scientific research and higher
education for young people. Research Journals of urban design (Journals indexed in Scopus Data Center) are
scientific research journals approved by the Commission reviews of the countries.

The main goal of research is discovering the methodology and subject matters in the field of urban design which
have been used mostly in papers. It also seeks to answer two main questions:

- How is the distribution of printed paper in terms of trends in realm of urban design issue?

- Which methods used in international urban design articles?

The methodology of this research is based on content analysis approach. Content analysis is a research method
that uses a set of procedures to make valid inferences from the text. Change over time is likely to be observed if
a sufficiently long time interval is chosen. In this study the content analysis was conducted for an 8yr period. The
period of analysis was from 2005 to 2012 inclusive.

This study only analyzed papers that were identified as “articles” in the SCOPUS. Other types of papers such as “book
reviews,” "reviews,” and “editorial materials” were all excluded from this study. From 1732 published articles in journals,
241 numbers of articles have had directly related to the term of urban design in their titles.

The results and findings show the quantitative and qualitative progress of the 2 parameters. The articles with the
subjects of “ecological urban design” have the most used subjects in these articles with 12.5% percent. The topics
of these papers include conservation of environmental cycles, preservation of natural ecosystems, energy saving
and relationships between human and environment. According to this paper 33 themes of urban design explored
in international papers. In most of the articles, the methodology is not mentioned and the most used research
method of the articles is Case study method. Case study reviewing is a helpful method in urban design research.
The second research method which mentioned in articles frequently is analytical-descriptive methods. This reality
relates to the nature of urban design discipline and qualitative aspects of it.

Keywords: Urban Design, Urban Design Themes, Research Method, Environmental Considerations, Case Study
Method.
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