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Identifying and Analyzing the Dimensions of Iran's Technological
University Entrepreneurship Ecosystem from the Perspective of
Experts in University Incubators

Arash Zaeim!- Morteza MosaKhani?'- Ali Davari®

Abstract

Background: As technological entrepreneurship increasingly optimizes the regional
economic structure and promotes economic growth, it is essential to strengthen
technological entrepreneurship and accelerate the industrialization of scientific and
technological achievements in the university entrepreneurship ecosystem. The purpose of
this study was to investigate and analyze the dimensions of the Iranian technological
university entrepreneurship ecosystem from the perspective of experts in university
incubators.

Methods: This study was applied in terms of purpose and mixed-exploratory in terms of
data collection. In the qualitative part, the content analysis methods of semi-structured
interviews used. The research population in this section was 13 experts including university
professors, administrators, experts, and users (tenants) of university incubators who
selected by purposive sampling. The validity and reliability of the research tool confirmed.
The interviews continued until they reached the theoretical saturation level. In the
guantitative part, data collected using survey method and distributing a questionnaire, and
data analyzed through structural equation modeling using PLS software. The statistical
population of the quantitative section included specialists and experts of university
incubators.

Findings: The results showed that the dimensions of the technological university
entrepreneurship ecosystem include academic policies and support, culture, infrastructure,
financing, government policy, human capital and market, as well as in examining the
ecosystem dimensions, variables of academic policies and support, the highest average and
market variables have the lowest average. Universities are in a good position to prepare the
right platform to support the actors involved in this ecosystem. However, the market with
the lowest scores in "creating new markets for academic knowledge-based products to
international markets" and "the application of laws to improve the business environment in
the country™ is not in a good position. Overall, the results showed that the technological
university entrepreneurship ecosystem of the country did not have the desired maturity.
Conclusion: In this study, suggestions for improving the status of technological university
entrepreneurship ecosystem presented by the authors. According to the results of this study,
by applying and implementing the proposed measures by the government and academic
institutions, the maturity of the university technological entrepreneurship ecosystem will be
increasable.

Keywords: Technological Entrepreneurship, University Technological Entrepreneurship
Ecosystem, University incubators.
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