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Associate Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Yadegar-e-Imam
Khomeini(RAH) Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

Among the writing of numerous works in the field of descriptive
geography in the third century AH, the kitab al- Buldan was written
by Ibn Faqth Hamadani at the end of this century. Ibn Faqth belonged
to the Iraqgi school of Islamic geography. He begins his book with a
description of Mecca as the center of the world. Paying attention to
the geographical writing style of Greek and Iranian geographers, the
book based on regions, not using the map, writing of the wonders and
the richness of patriotic identity elements are some of his geographical
writing features. In terms of geographical typology, the “kitab al-
Buldan” is closer to economic and human geography. Another
importance of the book is that it clarifies the complexity of some
historical and cultural concepts of Iran. Due to the lack of travelling
and observations, Ibn Faqih relies on the written and audio sources.
This research tries to investigate his school and geographical method
by a historical method and descriptive-analytical approach.

Keywords: Ibn Faqih, Islamic Geography writings, kitab al- Buldan.
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Story as A Critical Text under Nasirid Period: Yasuf Shah or
Sitarigan-i Faribkhurdih by Akhandzadeh
Hossein Bayatloo!
Assistant Professor of Department of Social History of Islamic
Encyclopedia, Tehran, Iran

The critical texts have been expanded under Qajar dynasty by most
Iranian critics and reformists. The various works were written under
the influence of political and social developments of Iran. The works
were as Siyasatnameh, Rasail- i Mashratah, intellectual and Ulama
works, Maktabat- i Khiyali and story. The story as a new genre
showed how the writers criticized some unsatisfactory situation under
Qajar that worth to be studied carefully. Among those who were
pioneered in the such cases, we can refer to Mirza Fath Ali
Akhandzade who is used in Tamthilat tried to criticize some aspects
of the Nasirid period. Apparently, the story of Yasuf Shah or Sitarigan
i -Faribkhurdih is the most significant critical text which he has
written about Qajar society. In this paper the author tries to examine
this story as a critical text. According to the research findings, Yasuf
Shah is the best story of Akhundzade and his political and social ideas
about unorganized conditions of Nasirid period.
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Safavid Historiography: Nagawat-al-Athar by Afashta’ Natanzi
Mohammad Shoormeij!
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Nagawat al-Athar fi Dhikr al-Akhyar of Afashta’t al-Natanzz (lived in
1007 AH) is one of the most important chronicles of the Safavid era.
This article examined to clarify the method and approach of Natanzi in
his book. And also in order to evaluate the position of Nagawat-al-
Athar in the historiographical tradition of that time, this book has been
compared and measured with five historical books of that period. In
his book Natanzr has used methods such as text coherence, narrative
continuity, and using of referential methods to better describe the text,
which has added value to its history. The book is influenced by the
views of the Iranshahrt and the interpretive attitude. In compare with
the historians of Shah Abbas | period, Natanzi has a more interpretive
attitude in interpreting events due to his mastery of verses, hadiths and
poetic themes. Despite this attitude, the author has sought to reflect
the historical facts and has been somewhat successful in expressing it.

Keywords: Safavid Historiography, Nagawat-al-Athar, Afashta’t
Natanzi.
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The Ups and Downs of the Political Presence of Nagshbandi
Sheikhs in the Sheibanids' Period
Ali Aramjoo!
PhD in History & Civilization of Islamic Nations, Tehran University,
Tehran, Iran
Mohammad Ali Kazembeyki
Associate Professor, Department of History & Civilization of Islamic
Nations, Tehran University, Tehran, Iran
Mohsen Masumi
Associate Professor, Department of History & Civilization of Islamic
Nations, Tehran University, Tehran, Iran

Following the decline of the Mongol dynasty in Transoxiana, the
relationship between the rulers and the Safi sheikhs entered a new
phase, so that during the Timarids period, Nagshbandt Safis enjoyed
considerable influence in the society, the bazaar and the court as well.
Although Nagshbandiyya suffered a severe blow with the rise of
Mohammad Khan Sheibant and the fall of the Timarids, especially in
Samargand, they not only remained in the Transoxiana politics, but
also were able to play an important role in the power equations during
this period, while establishing a continuous and extensive relations
with the court of the Sheibanids. The question of present study is why
this relationship continued. According to the findings, both the
emergence of the Safavid Shmte rule in Iran and the initial coalation of
the Timarids' remnants with it necessitated the relations of the
Sheibanids with the Sunni Nagshbandt sheikhs. Moreover, conflicts
within the Nagshbandt houses as well as their local and economic
interests, led sheikhs to establish greater contacts with the Sheibanids.
The internal struggles of the Abu al-Khairkhan’s descendants for
power, especially after the death of ‘Ubaidullah Khan, was effective in
the entry of influential Nagshbandr sheikhs into politics.

Keywords: Transoxiana, Sheibanids, Nagshbandi Sheikhs, Joybari
sheikhs, Dehbidi Sheikhs.

1. Email (corresponding author): aliaram.nl@ut.ac.ir



Islamic History and Civilization /13

Qumi, Hasan b. Muhammad b. Hasan, Ta rikh-i Qum, tr. Hasan b.
‘Al1 b. Hasan b. ‘Abd al-Mlik Qumi, ed. Seyyed Jalal al-Din
Tehrani, Tehran, Tas, 1361 SAH.

Lambton, Ann Katharine Swynford, Malik wa Zari‘ Dar Iran, tr.
Maniichihr-i Amiri, Tehran, ‘Ilm1 wa Farhangi, 1377 SAH.

Al-Maturidi, Abu Manstr Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Mahmid,
Kitab al-Tawhid, ed. Bakr Tubal Ughli, Muhammad Arwishi,
Beirtit, Dar-1 Sadir, Istanbul, Maktaba al-Irshad, 1422 AH/ 2001
AD.

Madelung, Wilfred, Firqihayeh Islami, tr.Abt al-Qasim Sirri,
Tehran, Asatir, 1377 SAH.

Al-Mas‘udi, Abu I-Hasan b. ‘Ali, Muriij al-Dhahab wa Ma ‘adin al-
Jawhar, ed. Kamal Hasan Mar ‘1, Siyda wa Beirat, 1425 AH/ 2005
AD.

Al-Maqdisi, Shams al-Din Abi ‘Abdullah Muhammad b. Ahmad b.
Abu Bakr, Ahsan al-Tagasim fi Ma ‘rifa al-Agalim, Leiden, Birill,
1906 AD.

Idem, Rajilah al-Maqdisz;, ed. Shakir La‘ibi, Abia Zabi, Dar al-
Suwaydi li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi‘, al-Mu’assassah al-‘Arabiyyah li
al-Dirasat wa al-Nashr, 2003.

Idem, Ahsan al-Tagdsim fi Ma ‘rifa al-Agalim, tr. “Ali Naqi Munzavi,
Tehran, Shirkat-i Mu’allifan wa Mutarjiman-i Iran, 1361 SAH.

Magqdisi, Mutahhar b. Tahir, Al-Bad’ wa al-Ta 'rikh, Cairo, Maktaba
al-Thaqafah al-Diniyyah, n.d.

Munzavi, ‘Alt Naqi, “Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Ma'rifa al-Aqalim”,
Da’irah al-Ma‘arif-i Buzurg-i Islami, Volume.6, pp. 668-670.

Meisami, Julie Scott, Tarikhnegari-i Farst, tr. Muhmmad Dihgan,
Tehran, Mahi, 1391 SAH.

Nizam al-Mulk, Hasan b. ‘Ali, Seyr al-Mulitk (StyasatNameh), ed.
Heubert Dark, Tehran, ‘Ilm1 wa Farhangi, 1398 SAH.

Nu‘aym b. Hammad al-Marwzi, Abi ‘Abdallah, al-Fitan, ed. Suhayl
Zakkar, Beirtit, Dar al-Fikr, 1423 SAH/ 2003 AD.

Al-Nawbakhti, Abt Muhammad al-Hasan b. Misa, Firaq al-Shi a,
Beirat, Manshurat al-Rida, 1433 AH/ 2012 AD.



12 /Abstracts

Bartuld, Wasili Veladimiruvich, TurkestanNameh: Turkestan Dar
‘Ahd-i Hujim-i Mughul, tr. Karim Kishavarz, Tehran, Agah, 1387
SAH.

Pirdawid, Ibrahim, Farhang-i Iran-i Bastan, Tehran, Asatir, 1380
SAH.

Thabit b. Sanan and Ibn al-‘Adim, Ta rikh Akhbar al-Qaramitah, tr.
Al-Hasan al-A‘zam al-Qarmati, ed. Suhayl Zakkar, Beirtt, Dar al-
’Amanah, Mu’assassah al-Risalah, 1391 AH/ 1971 AD.

Khatib al-Baghdadi, Abt Bakr Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Thabit, Ta rikh
Madinah al-Salam wa Akhbar Muhdathihd Min Dhikr Qattaniha
al-‘Ulama’i Min Ghayr Ahliha wa Waridiha, ed. Bashshar ‘Awwad
Ma‘raf, Beirtt, Dar al-Gharb al-Islamiyyah, 1422 AH/ 2001 AD.

Al-Khayyat al-Mu‘tazili, Aba al-Husayn °‘Abd al-Rahim b.
Muhammad b. ‘Uthman, Al-’Intisar wa al-Rad ‘Ala Ibn al-Rawandi
al-Mulhid, ed. Henric Samuel Nyberg, Beiriit, Dar-i Sharqiyyah,
1413 AH/ 1993 AD.

Dukhiiyeh, Mikha’1l Yan, Qarmatiyan-i Bahriyn wa Fatimiyan, tr.
Muhammad Baqir Amirkhani, Tehran, Suriish, 1371 SAH.

Daftari, Farhad, Ta'rikh wa ‘Aqayid-i Isma tliyeh, tr. Fereydin
Badre’1, Tehran, Farzan, 1375 SAH.

Al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad, Ta rikh al-Islam
wa Wafayat al-Mashahir wa al-A ‘lam, ed. “Umar ‘Abd al-Salam
Tadmuri, Beirtit, Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 1413 AH/ 1993 AD.

Rahmati, Muhsin, “Samaniyan wa lhyayeh Shahanshahi-i Iran1”,
Justarhayeh Ta’rikhi, volume 6, Issue 1, 1394 SAH, pp. 47-72.

Seyyed b. Tawis, Al-Malahim wa al-Fitan, tr. Muhammad Javad
Najafi, Tehran, Islamiyyeh, 1360 SAH/ 1401 AH.

Shahristani, Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Karim, al-Milal wa al-Nijal, ed.
Ahmad Fahmi Muhammad, Beirat, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah,
1413 AH/ 1992 AD.

Al-Tabari, Abta Ja‘far Muhammad b. Jarir, Ta rikh al-Rusul wa al-
Mulik, Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim, Beirtit, Dar al-Turath,
1387 AH/ 1967 AD.

Safawi, Seyyed Hasan, Iskandar wa Adabiyyat-i Iran wa
Shakhsiyyat-i Madhhabi-i Iskandar, Tehran, Amir Kabir, 1364
SAH.



Islamic History and Civilization /11

References

Ibn al-Jawzi, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad Abu 1-Faraj, Al-
Muntazam fi Ta'rikh al-Mulik wa-1-Umam, ed. Muhammad
Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata, Beirat, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyya,
1415 AH/ 1995 AD.

Ibn al-Fagih, ‘Aba ‘Abdullah Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ishagh al-
Hamadani, Kitab al-Buldan, ed, Yusif Hadi, Beirit, ‘Alam al-Kutb,
1416 AH/ 1996 AD.

Ibn al-Nadim, Muhammad b. Ishaq Abu al-Faraj, Al-Fihrist, Rida
Tajaddud, Tehran, Ibn Sina, 1343 SAH/ 1971 AD.

Abi al-Ma‘ali, Muhammad b. Ni‘mat ‘Alavi, Bayan al-Adyan, ed.
Muhammad Taqi Danishpajih and Qudratullah PishnamazZadeh,
Bunyad-i Mawqifat-i Mahmud-i Afshar, 1376 SAH.

Al-Ash‘ari, ‘Al b. Isma ‘il Abu I-Hasan, Magalat al-Islamiyyin wa-
Ikhtilaf al-Musallin, ed. Muhammad Muhyi al-Din ‘Abd al-Hamid,
Beirtit, Maktaba al-‘Asriyyah, 1411 AH/ 1990 AD.

Al-Ash‘arT al-Qumi, Sa‘d b. ‘Abdullah b. Abi Khalaf, Al-Magalat
wa al-Firag, ed. Muhammad Javad Mashkir, Tehran, ‘Ilmi va
Farhangi, 1360 SAH.

Al-Isfahani, Hamzah b. al-Hasan, Ta rikh Sinni Mulik al-’Ard wa
al-’Anbiya’, Beirit, Maktaba al-Hayat, 1961 AD.

Al-Baghdadi, ‘Abd al-Qahir b. Tahir b. Muhammad al-Tamimi, Al-
Farq Bayn al-Firaqg wa Bayan al-Firqah al-Najiyyah Minhum, ed.
Muhammad ‘Uthman al-Khisht, Cairo, Maktaba al-Sina, n.d.

Bakr1, ‘Abdullah b. “Abd al-"Aziz, Mu‘jam Ma Ista‘jam Min Asma’
al-Bilad Wa al-Mawadi‘, ed. Mustafa Saqqa, Beirat, 1403 AH/
1987 AD.

Al-Balkhi, Abi al-Qasim ‘Abdullah b. Ahmad b. Mahmaud, Kitab al-
Magalat wa Ma ‘ahii ‘Uyin al-Masa’il wa al-Jawabat, ed. Husayn
Khansi, Rajih Kurdi, ‘Abd al-Hamid Kurdi, Istanbil, Kuramer and
‘Amman, Dar al-Fath, 1439 AH/ 2018 AD.

Birtini, Abti Reyhan Muhammad b. Ahmad, 'Athar al-Baqiyyah ‘An
al-Qurin al-Khaliyyah, ed. Parviz-i Sepitman-i Adhka’1, Tehran,
Markaz-i Pajuheshi-i Mirath Maktiib, 1380 SAH.



10 /Abstracts
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In some periods of Islamic history, apart from the original verses and
Hadiths that express the Islamic view of the fate of the world, a large
collection of non-authentic eschatological literature and Hadiths was
prevalent in Islamic texts and popular literature. Apart from
recognizing the eschatological beliefs contained in them, this vast
literature is also noteworthy from the perspective of extending some
of the ancient eschatological ideas, and to understanding the macro-
historical perspective that lies behind them, as well as their
implications for some contemporary social and cultural environment
and events. This paper analyzes an eschatological quasi-Hadith that
Magqdisi, a famous geographer, encountered with and quoted in Fars.
According to the findings of this study, this quasi-Hadith is a
reflection of some of the eschatological and at the same time non-
apocalyptic tendencies in the Iranian and Islamic milieu in the 4th
century AH/ 10" century AD. This quasi-Hadith also represents a
mixture of a kind of cosmopolitan and non-hegemonic ideal and an
ethnic ideal in the Iranian sense, which, of course, is not fully in line
with the Iranian Shahanshaht ideology. Hence, it is possible that apart
from general Iranian historical perspective, some traces of
cosmopolitan attitudes influenced by non-Zoroastrian worldviews that
are inconsistent with the Shahanshahi ideology, which has a hue of
Islamic literature, are reflected in this quasi-Hadith.
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Buhlal the Ruler of Rey in the Time of Haran al-Raghid:
A Study Based on a Coin Minted in Muhammadiya (173 AH)
Mohammad Jafar Ashkevari'

Assistant Professor of History and Civilization of Islamic Nations,
University of Zanjan, Zanjan, Iran
Seyed Ali Alavinia Abarghuei
Researcher in History, Tehran, Iran

This article raises the question of who is meant by Buhlal inscribed on
the coin of Ray multiplied in 173 and whether it is the name or title of
a person or a phrase in confirming the grade and quality of the coin. In
order to obtain the answer of Muhammadiya mint coins in the years
170 to 173 AH were compared with the data of written sources.
According to the findings of this study, the Buhlal engraved on the
Muhammadiya coin is the famous Buhlal of the Abbasid era, namely
Abl wuhayb b. ‘Amr b. Mogira. With the Barmakids domination in
the Haran period, Yahya Barmakt sent Buhlal as the Muhammadiya
(Ray) administration. Buhlal did not be in this office for a long time
because of his tendency towards Shiism and possibly the caliph's
concerns. Then he pretended to be mad and spent the last years of his
life in Kafa.

Keywords: Buhlal, the coin of Buhlal, Muhammadiya, Haran al-
Rashid, Yahya ibn Khalid Barmak.
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