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Presenting a Novel Model for Measuring National Prosperity Based on the Principles of
Cultural Management in Iran

Abstract

Prosperity is a multidimensional concept that has been measured by the Legatum Institute in the
UK as a universal standard for comparing the status of countries, using indicators such as social
capital, health, security, human rights, freedom, and overall quality of life, and in a way, it is a
performance report of governments in various fields. The purpose of this research is to present a
new model for measuring the level of national prosperity based on the principles of cultural
management in Iran, which has been carried out by determining its dimensions, components, and
indicators. This research is applied in terms of purpose and used a mixed exploratory approach by
integrating two qualitative (based on grounded theory) and quantitative (survey) methods for data
collection. In the qualitative part, the factors were identified using the opinions of experts, and
then the developed questionnaire, after determining the face and conceptual validity, was
distributed among 384 Tehran citizens, and using exploratory and confirmatory factor analysis
methods with the AMOS software, a general model was presented. Findings: The proposed model,
which was initially introduced with 97 items, was presented with six main components after
various statistical tests, including social freedom, government stability, higher education, health,
personal freedom, and social capital. The standardized questionnaire for measuring the indicators
of prosperity consists of 28 items. Among the measured components, government stability is in
the best rank, and higher education and health are in the next ranks, while the personal freedom
index is not in a suitable condition. Based on the results of the current situation assessment in this
study, it was determined that the presented indigenous model can be a suitable tool for measuring
the perceived level of prosperity, considering the national culture of Iran. Also, according to the
research results, it is suggested that the measurement of prosperity be periodically on the agenda
of policymakers, so that based on the obtained results, measures can be taken to reform the
executive policies, and according to the survey results, the government should pay more attention
to the concerns of the people, especially in the areas of economic issues and social and personal
freedoms.

Keywords: Prosperity, Legatum Institute, Iranian National Culture, Prosperity Measurement,
Indigenous Model, Iranian Culture Sources
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