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Abstract

Political stability refers to the relative absence of certain "destabilizing™ political events that manifest as changes
in the structure of power and changes in government through peaceful or violent actions. Therefore, the research
problem of this study is to examine the status of political stability and instability during Hassan Rouhani's
presidency (2013-2021) and to investigate the most important factors influencing it. By doing so, this study aims
to provide a model (conceptual framework) for analyzing it. The present study, entitled "Examining the Role of
Rouhani's Government Performance on Political Stability in Iran," seeks to analyze and interpret the impact of
Rouhani's government performance on political stability over two four-year periods. In this study, four components
encompassing political stability are examined independently and separately as factors: political participation,
changes in government, the relationship between the governing institution and institutions affiliated with the
government, and the functions of the government. Emphasis on these factors is based on political evidence and
realities in Iran, as well as the opinions and studies of Saunders, David Easton, Huntington's theory, and Parsons.
To achieve the objectives of this study, the researcher employed a qualitative comparative method and utilized
both domestic and foreign sources as data collection tools. The findings of this study indicate that the solution to
strengthening political stability and durability in Rouhani's first term lies in political balance and theoretical
consensus among power institutions, political participation, and government functions in economic areas such as
controlling and reducing inflation rates, strengthening people's purchasing power, and increasing economic
growth. In the second term, the decline of these indicators is considered a factor of instability. However, the
inability to align policies and orientations with the leadership's approach in foreign policy has had a greater impact
on the instability of Rouhani's government in the second term.
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Introduction

Hassan Rouhani entered the elections with the
slogan of moderation and tolerance and was
able to attract the votes of many political and
economic dissidents. He became the president
on June 24, 2012 and took over the government
in the critical situation of severe sanctions and
internal economic problems (Mohammadi
Lord, 2012: 67). Rouhani tried to suspend
sanctions and improve the economy with
nuclear negotiations, which led to relative
stability in the first period. But in the second
term, with the change of power in America and
Trump's aggressive policies, JCPOA faced
problems and economic instability increased.
These conditions led to public dissatisfaction
and protests, and the government's political
acceptability decreased (Ebrahim Zulfiqgari,
2019: 43). The current study aims to investigate
the effect of Rouhani's government's decisions
on the political stability of Iran according to
different theories and show that the first term of
his presidency was associated with relative
stability, but the stability decreased in the
second term. To understand the efficiency and
legitimacy of the government, it is necessary to
pay attention to the criteria of political stability,
and this research examines the political stability
in the Rouhani government. Therefore, the main
question of this research is, what effect has the
performance of Rouhani's government had on
political stability in Iran in eight years?

Methodology

The current research, using the method of
qualitative comparative analysis of interpretive
type, seeks to understand the social and political
phenomenon in order to provide guidelines for
the use of policy makers. The method of data
collection is to use library resources, research
center articles, theses, etc. This research covers
the time period of the first and second term of
Hassan Rouhani's presidency. Its spatial domain
is related to the geographical environment of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. The focus of this
research is the analysis and comparison of the
political stability during the presidency of
Hassan Rouhani. The two phenomena of
"Eleventh  Government” and  "Twelfth
Government” are compared based on the
components of political participation, changes
in the government, the relationship between the

governing body and affiliated institutions with
the government, and the functions of the
government.

Results and discussion

Considering the components of political
stability (political participation, changes in the
government, the relationship between the
governing body and related institutions with the
government and the functions of the
government) from the perspective of Saunders,
David Stone, Huntington and Parsons theory, to
analyze and compare the state of political
stability during the presidency of Hassan
Rouhani in The 11th and 12th courses were
studied with a comparative-qualitative
approach.

Conclusion

Finally, we have come to the conclusion that the
11th government is due to favorable political
participation,  coordination  between the
governing body and other powerful bodies with
the government, government functions in
economic fields such as controlling and
reducing the inflation rate, strengthening
people's purchasing power, increasing growth
economic and attracting foreign investment etc.
has led to the political stability of the
government as a sub-system within the political
system. There have been difficult political and
economic challenges that have had a negative
impact on the country's political stability. In this
period, the lack of coordination between the
governing body and the government, natural
disasters such as floods, earthquakes, the spread
of Corona, and important political and security
events such as the riots of 1996 and the events
of November 1998 due to the increase in fuel
prices, the killing of General Qassem Soleimani
by America, and regional tensions. They caused
the political peace inside the country to weaken
and lead to the instability of the government.
Overall, the results show that instability is a
common reality in policies and governments.
Also, governments can improve their
performance by effectively interacting with
other institutions and by using peaceful
solutions and achieve significant success. In
other words, the government's ability to manage
challenges and changes, along with effective
interaction with other parts of society, will help
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strengthen political stability and the survival
and continuity of the government.
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