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Abstract

Urban spaces can be considered as the foundation and essence of cities, with squares being crucial patterns in
urban planning. One of the most important qualities in urban planning is the visual quality of squares. This paper
evaluates the visual quality of the Revolution Square in the city of Urmia. The research employs a descriptive-
analytical method and aims to contribute to the effective formation of the visual quality of this square. The study
assesses the motivating factors affecting the visual quality of the square from the perspective of the people. The
investigations reveal that attention to urban design patterns and trends has led to a decline in the visual quality of
Urmia’'s Revolution Square. To gauge the visual quality of the square, spatial sensing techniques are employed.
Additionally, a SWOT analysis method is utilized to evaluate a geospatial checklist, followed by analysis and
summarization using SPSS software. The completed checklists and tables of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities,
and threats indicate that the visual quality of the square is a key factor in the perception of the public and citizens
in the area. According to the supplementary checklist, Revolution Square in Urmia enjoys relatively good visual
quality from the perspective of the people. Therefore, considering the potential and weaknesses identified in the
study, implementing urban management models and short-term planning, along with executing some urban
revitalization projects, can further enhance the visual quality of the square.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Urban spaces can be considered as the foundation and essence of each city. For this reason, squares are
perceived as one of the crucial patterns in urban planning. If we were to name one of the most important
qualities in urban planning, it would be the visual quality of squares. This paper focuses on evaluating
the study of the visual quality of Revolution Square in the city of Urmia. The research, employing a
descriptive-analytical method, aims to contribute effectively to the formation of the visual quality of this
square. This study assesses the influential components of the visual quality of the square from the
perspective of the people. Based on current assessments, it appears that the lack of attention to urban
design patterns and trends has led to a reduction in the visual quality of Urmia's Revolution Square
.Revolution Square in Urmia, or the former State Square, is one of the most significant squares in the
city of Urmia, located in the center of West Azerbaijan Province in the northwest of Iran. Positioned in
the heart of the city, this square is recognized as the central hub of Urmia. Revolution Square holds a
prominent position as a vital commercial and social center within the city. Currently, the square is
surrounded by key buildings, including the Central Municipality, the General Court, the Army, and the
Cultural Heritage. Serving as a central location for gatherings, ceremonies, and public events,
Revolution Square is a focal point for various civic activities. Overall, Revolution Square in Urmia
stands as one of the essential and central landmarks, encompassing tourist attractions, public spaces, and
numerous historical sites, making it a popular and significant neighborhood within the city.

Methodology

The research methodology employed in this study is qualitative in nature, and based on its objective, it
falls under the evaluative category. The research approach is descriptive-analytical. Data collection
involved a review of relevant literature, including library studies, existing articles, and books related to
the subject. The qualitative components of visual quality in evaluating the square's space were gathered
through a literature review . For the analysis of visual components, a total of 25 individuals who had
daily interactions with the square were engaged from the beginning to the end of the research process.
This was facilitated through a close relationship technique, utilizing geospatial sensing. The spatial
sensing method incorporated a location-based questionnaire and a standardized questionnaire designed
to collect quantitative data represented numerically .To analyze the checklist, the SWOT method was
employed. In this analysis, the strengths and weaknesses, as well as the opportunities and threats
identified by the people in their checklists, were categorized. Finally, a SWOT table was generated, and
the results were evaluated through the Friedman test.

Results and discussion

Environmental perception

We influence and are influenced by the environment. To establish such a reciprocal relationship, it is
necessary to perceive the environment (Bell et al., 1990). Perception involves the collection,
organization, and understanding of environmental information.

Dimensions of perception

Environmental perception goes beyond mere observation and sensing of the surroundings. Itelson (1978,
cited in Bell et al., 1990) identified four different dimensions that act together simultaneously. These
dimensions are described as follows: Cognitive Dimension, Emotional Dimension, Interpretive
Dimension, and Value-Appraisal Dimension. On one hand, the cognitive dimension involves the
specific properties and essential features of something. On the other hand, the qualitative level, thematic
structure, and systemic aspects represent the qualities that contribute to the creation of an object (e.g.,
proportion, color, and the amount of wall space in a square).

Pelacemaking technique

Placemaking technique, also known as "Police Check,” is one of the new urban design methods
introduced by Robert Kwok in 2000 on behalf of the "Urban Design Alliance" to engage community
members and ordinary citizens in the analysis of urban environments. This technique avoids abstract
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discussions that are difficult to assess and the use of professional jargon typically associated with
specialized techniques, which often hinder the participation of community groups.

Conclusion

Considering the analyses conducted on specific visual components of Urmia Revolution Square and
the findings from the geospatial sensing checklist, visual quality can be considered one of the primary
qualities in urban design regarding citizens' perception of the square. Furthermore, in response to the
main research question, it should be noted that, from the people's perspective, the square possesses a
relatively favorable state of visual quality. Given the historical nature of the existing structures in the
square and the lack of major changes in these structures, incremental methods should be employed for
any alterations.Based on the studies conducted, in implementing any changes, presenting solutions and
proposed strategies regarding the visual quality of the square should focus on some of the strengths
and opportunities identified by the people to enhance the visual quality of the square. Additionally, to
prevent external threats and the decline of visual quality, efforts should be made to reduce and address
some of the weaknesses and threats. Addressing these issues can lead to an increased understanding of
the visual aspects of the square by the people, fostering a sense of belonging. Furthermore, in future
development projects, creating visual coherence between space and content can stimulate the visual
senses of citizens. In this way, it can be said that a good visual perception has occurred in space, and
the space possesses a desirable visual quality that will remain ingrained in the minds of citizens.
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