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Abstract

Political participation, as one of the basic principles in democratic systems, plays a very important role in the
development and stability of societies. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, political participation is emphasized as an
important principle in the constitution and is very important for realizing the goals and values of the Islamic
Revolution. Therefore, this research examines political participation in the Islamic Republic of Iran and its
functions with a descriptive-analytical method based on library studies. Based on this, the five main functions of
political participation, including strengthening the role of women and their participation in cultural and social
scenes, strengthening cultural identity, strengthening the activity of political parties and currents, creating a
cultural platform for people's participation in the country's affairs, and finally strengthening social and political
demands are evaluated. and the hypothesis was raised that political participation in the Islamic Republic of Iran
is the basis for the expansion of the aforementioned functions. In this regard, the concept of political
participation and its importance in the Islamic Republic of Iran, as well as its functions, were investigated, and
its impact on the development of democracy, political system, civil society, and social and political rights of the
people was evaluated. The results of the research showed that in the Islamic Republic of lIran, political
participation in the form of participation in elections and other participatory activities has included the functions
considered in this research, and this is a proof of the existence of political legitimacy in the system. Therefore,
the results of this research can provide a deeper understanding of the role and importance of this partnership and
its impact on the country's political, social and economic development and progress for policymakers in this
field.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Political participation is a foundational element
in the Islamic Republic of Iran, forming a core
principle both in its constitution and in the
daily life of its citizens. It encompasses a broad
range of activities such as voting in elections,
joining councils, engaging in political
gatherings, and collective decision-making.
Political participation strengthens democratic
institutions, increases government
transparency, and empowers citizens to take an
active role in shaping outcomes that affect
their lives. By fostering civic responsibility
and mutual trust between the people and
authorities, such engagement not only
distributes power more equitably but also
contributes to  social solidarity, the
improvement of citizenship rights, and the
overall development of the country.
Understanding the  many  dimensions,
opportunities, and challenges of political
participation helps policymakers and society
enhance and sustain Iran’s political system.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical
approach, grounded in library studies, official
documents, and academic sources focusing on
political participation in Iran since the Islamic
Revolution. The main objective is to evaluate
five key functions of political participation:
enhancing the role of women, strengthening
cultural and national identity, developing
political parties and movements, creating a
cultural foundation for public participation,
and supporting social and political demands.
The research methodology combines analysis
of the Constitution and Islamic principles with
a review of empirical practices over the past
four decades, drawing upon political science
theories and real-world developments. The
study aims to clarify how these functions
underpin the legitimacy, cohesion, and
development of the Iranian political system.

Results and Discussion

The findings demonstrate that political
participation in Iran delivers several significant
outcomes.

e Women’s Role: Since the Revolution,
women have gained broader opportunities
for cultural, social, and political
involvement, including voting and
representing in assemblies, though certain
legal interpretations may still limit top
leadership roles.

e Cultural and National Identity:
Participation is a means of reinforcing
national identity and social cohesion, as
citizens collectively engage in shaping the
country’s direction.

e Political Parties and Movements: A
vibrant political scene, with stronger
parties and greater competition, has
emerged from increased  popular
involvement, contributing to improved
governance and political discourse.

e Cultural Foundations: A participatory
culture has developed, raising public
awareness, political literacy, and people’s
capacity for meaningful involvement in
public affairs.

e Social and Political Demands: Elections
have become forums for expressing a
wide range of societal demands, from
those of the emerging middle class to
marginalized communities, ensuring that
the government must respond to the
evolving needs of the population.

Together, these trends have promoted a more
transparent, accountable, and dynamic political
environment in Iran.

Conclusion

In summary, political participation plays a vital
and strategic role in Iran’s ongoing political,
social, and economic development. It not only
signifies the regime’s political legitimacy but
also  supports  democratic  governance,
strengthens civil society, and increases
government accountability. The study finds
that broader, more informed, and better-
organized participation leads to a healthier
democracy and greater social progress. As
such, policymakers  should  prioritize
supporting public engagement, enhancing
political education, empowering women,
strengthening parties, and fostering
transparency—all critical to sustaining and
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advancing Iran’s political system. Recognizing
and reinforcing these dimensions will help
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