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The question of the meaning of life is one of the most fundamental philosophical and
religious issues that has continually engaged human thought. This study adopts an
analytical-comparative approach to examine the concept of the meaning of life in the
thought of Allameh Tabataba’i and Thomas Aquinas. From Tabataba’i’s perspective,
life finds its meaning through belief in God, true knowledge, righteous action, and
movement along the path of divine human nature (fitrah). True life ultimately
culminates in spiritual perfection and nearness to God. Aquinas, by integrating
Aristotelian rationalism with Christian theology, understands the meaning of life as
the cultivation of intellectual and moral virtues and the attainment of eternal happiness
through union with God. Both thinkers emphasize the teleological structure of the
universe, the immortality of the soul, and the essential role of reason and faith.
Nevertheless, they differ in certain anthropological foundations, particularly
regarding original sin and the ontological status of the human being.
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