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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the character of Khosrow Parviz, a Sasanian king, through the lens of literary psychology. It
falls within the domain of psychological literary studies and utilizes the theory of Alfred Adler (1870-1937), the Austrian
psychologist, particularly his concept of the inferiority complex.

Using a descriptive—-analytical method, the article attempts to explore the decisions and behaviors of Khosrow Parviz in
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh from a psychological perspective. The findings show that childhood experiences, family
relationships, and social pressures played a significant role in shaping his complex and often contradictory personality.
The study emphasizes that Khosrow Parviz's actions were largely driven by a desire to compensate for feelings of
inferiority through a quest for superiority-making these emotions one of the most significant motivators of his behavior.
This research highlights the importance of psychological analysis of literary texts and how mental states can influence an
individual's destiny. It also shows that Ferdowsi, through a profound understanding of human psychology, created a vivid
and multi-layered character, illustrating the broad negative consequences of an unhealthy inferiority complex for both
individuals and society.

Keywords: Inferiority complex, Alfred Adler, Ferdowsi, Shahnameh, Khosrow Parviz.



