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The Discourse of Kurdish Identity in the Poetry of Mahin-
Dokht Motammedi
Badrieh Ghavami
Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature,
Sanandaj Branch, Islamic Azad University, Sanandaj, Iran.
Abstract
The poetry of Mahin-Dokht Motammedi, a Kurdish poet and scholar,
provides a clear example of the relationship between the Persian
language and Kurdish identity. Although she composed her poems
within the classical forms of Persian poetry, the themes, imagery, and
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cultural references in her work show that her poetry functions as a
space for expressing the identity of a Kurdish woman. Using a
discourse-oriented approach and drawing on theories of identity in
cultural studies, this article examines how elements of Kurdish
identity are represented in Motammedi’s poetry.

The findings indicate that Kurdish identity in Motammedi’s poetry
is not expressed through the Kurdish language itself, but rather
through cultural memory, geographical references, and connections
to the history of Kurdistan. Frequent references to places such as
Baneh, Sanandaj, the Zagros Mountains, Abidar, and Arbaba, along
with images of mountainous landscapes, homeland, and community,
play a significant role in shaping a sense of collective identity in her
poems. Although Motammedi wrote primarily in Persian, her
attachment to her mother tongue is also evident. She composed a
single Kurdish ghazal titled Golaleh-e Kouyestan and, in the
introduction to her first collection, promised to publish a volume of
Kurdish poems—a project that was never realized. Her interest in
Kurdish culture and literature is further reflected in her translations,
including the well-known poem “The Bloody Flower” by Abdulla
Goran, as well as Persian translations of Arabic works by Kurdish
poets and scholars, such as Lamiat al-Kurd by Irfan and Kanz al-
Lesan by Allama Sayyid Ahmad Faiz Barzanji. In addition, her series
of articles on Kurdish poets published in journals such as Armaghan
underscores her role as a scholar deeply engaged with Kurdish
cultural identity.

Keywords: Kurdish identity; Persian language; cultural discourse;
women’s literature; Mahin-Dokht Motammedi.





