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Abstract

This article adopts an interdisciplinary approach to examine the potential of two linguistic
frameworks—Speech Act Theory and Systemic Functional Grammar (SFG)—for a structural
rereading of 1lm al-Uszl al-Figh (Islamic legal theory). The central problem is that many usilr

subtleties—ranging from determining the apparent meaning (zuhir) of commands and
prohibitions, generality and specification, absoluteness and restriction, to conflicts of evidences
and customary reconciliation—are formed at the level of language’s social function and through
the relationship between text and context. Therefore, purely formal (lexico-syntactic) accounts
of expressions are insufficient to explain the sources of obligation, preference, and scholarly
disagreement. Methodologically, the study is descriptive—analytical and text-based. First,
drawing on Searle’s taxonomy, assertive, directive, commissive, declarative, and expressive acts
are formulated as a model for identifying speaker intention and its normative (taklifi)
consequences. Next, SFG tools across the three metafunctions—ideational, interpersonal, and
textual—such as transitivity, mood/modality, theme-rheme organization, and cohesion, are
employed to trace the linguistic choices that construct concepts such as “apparent meaning”
(zuhair), “contextual indicator” (garina), and “communicative setting/purpose” (magam al-
bayan). The findings suggest that: (1) many ostensibly declarative juristic propositions operate,
in the position of performative enactment, as interpersonal metaphors and thereby generate
binding directive force; (2) the degrees of obligation versus recommendation and prohibition
versus reprehensibility can be explained through graded patterns of modality; (3) contracts and
unilateral legal acts (uqizd and igaat) gain a more precise formulation through the model of
declarative acts and their felicity conditions; and (4) genre analysis and reference chains account
for part of the apparent conflicts by tracing shifts in topic, referential assignment, or focus of
attention. The study also provides a basis for corpus-based analysis of the Qur’anic verses and
narrations used as evidentiary proofs. Finally, the article proposes an integrative model for
corpus coding of usali texts, enhancing the transparency of argumentation and the
reproducibility of research. The data are collected through library-based sources and examined
via a descriptive—analytical method
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