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Contrasting Metaphors of Arrogance and Humility in the Sermon of
Qasi'a: A Cognitive Linguistic Analysis

Abstract:

The Sermon of Qasi'a is one of the most prominent sermons in Nahj al-Balagha, depicting the
ethical concepts of arrogance and humility through the story of Satan's fall and the angels'
prostration. Despite numerous studies on the Sermon of Qasi‘a, a comprehensive and systematic
analysis of its contrasting metaphors based on cognitive linguistics has not been fully conducted.



The aim of this research is to analyze the contrasting metaphorical system of arrogance and
humility in the Sermon of Qasi'a using Lakoff and Johnson's Conceptual Metaphor Theory and
Fauconnier and Turner's Conceptual Blending Theory. This study was carried out using a
descriptive-analytical approach and qualitative content analysis method. The text of the Sermon
of Qasi'a from Nahj al-Balagha was selected as the research corpus, and the conceptual metaphors
within it were identified and categorized based on types of conceptual metaphors (orientational,
ontological, and structural). Then, the conceptual mappings between source and target domains
were analyzed, and the contrasting metaphorical system was examined. The findings revealed that
the metaphors of arrogance and humility in the Sermon of Qasi'a are structured based on a coherent
conceptual system. The orientational metaphors were centered on the vertical axis of up-down,
where arrogance is linked with fall, and humility is associated with ascent. Structural metaphors
such as "arrogance is a disease," "arrogance is a chain,” "humility is a foundation,” and "humility
is water" provided specific structures for understanding these concepts. Paradoxical metaphors like
"falling to rise" could be explained through conceptual blending and played a significant role in
deepening ethical concepts. This research demonstrates that Imam Ali (A.S.) utilized a coherent
system of conceptual metaphors to convey profound ethical concepts. These metaphors, based on
universal bodily-experiential knowledge, can serve as powerful tools for teaching ethical concepts,
facilitating ethical self-awareness, and enhancing critical thinking.

Keywords: Conceptual Metaphor; Sermon of Qasi'a; Arrogance and Humility; Cognitive
Linguistics; Nahj al-Balagha; Conceptual Blending



