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Extended abstract

Introduction: The oversight of supreme supervisory institutions in the Islamic Republic of Iran plays a
crucial role in safeguarding civil rights and public freedoms, as well as in preserving the structural balance
of power within the state. These institutions, which include entities such as the Guardian Council, the
Assembly of Experts, hold essential functions in maintaining the legal and constitutional integrity of the
Iranian political system. However, despite their fundamental importance, these bodies face increasing
scrutiny regarding the effectiveness and transparency of their operations .The nature of oversight in any
political system reflects its broader commitment to accountability and democratic governance. In the
context of Iran, this issue is further complicated by the dual structure of authority—the religious and
republican elements—that defines its constitutional framework. Oversight institutions are expected not
only to monitor the activities of other bodies but also to remain subject to scrutiny themselves. Failing to
do so can lead to weakened institutional legitimacy, reduced public trust, and decreased political
engagement among citizens.

This article seeks to address the central research question: What are the main challenges to the effective
supervision of Iran's supreme oversight institutions? By doing so, it aims to contribute to ongoing
discussions surrounding political accountability, the rule of law, and public sector governance in Iran. The
research aims to offer a comprehensive understanding of both structural and functional deficiencies
hindering effective oversight, while suggesting feasible paths for reform.

Methodology: The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, primarily relying on qualitative
data. The sources include constitutional texts, legislative documents, official reports, academic
publications, and religious jurisprudential writings related to Islamic governance. The research is
grounded in library-based resources and legal documentation to ensure a robust understanding of the
theoretical and institutional foundations of oversight mechanisms in Iran .The analysis is conducted in
two stages: first, by investigating the legal and structural framework underpinning the functions of
supreme oversight institutions; and second, by assessing their actual performance in practice, comparing
the normative expectations outlined in legal texts with the empirical realities observed in institutional
behavior. Special attention is paid to how principles such as transparency, accountability, and
responsibility are addressed—or neglected—within the operations of these institutions.
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Results: The findings of this research reveal several key challenges that significantly hinder the
effectiveness of oversight over supreme supervisory bodies. These challenges include:

1. Lack of Transparency: Many activities and decision-making processes within these institutions are not
publicly accessible or adequately explained. This opacity fosters uncertainty and skepticism, diminishing
the perceived legitimacy of the institutions.

2. Weak Accountability Mechanisms: There is a noticeable absence of institutional checks that would
compel oversight bodies to justify their decisions and be held accountable for misjudgments or failures.
In some instances, oversight institutions operate with broad discretionary powers that are not subject to
review by other branches of government or civil society organizations.

3. Insufficient Responsibility and Role Clarity: The responsibilities of oversight institutions often overlap,
leading to inefficiencies and dilution of accountability. Moreover, the absence of clear performance
metrics and internal review mechanisms further undermines their effective functioning.

4. Limited Public Engagement: Although citizens are recognized as key stakeholders in the constitutional
structure, they often find themselves excluded from meaningful participation in oversight processes. This
marginalization contributes to reduced political engagement and growing distrust toward the institutions
of power.

5. Jurisprudential Ambiguities: From a theoretical and Islamic jurisprudential perspective, there is a gap
between the ideals of divine accountability and their practical application in governance. While Islamic
teachings emphasize that power is a trust (amanah) that must be exercised with justice and transparency,
the mechanisms to ensure this in practice are underdeveloped.

These challenges collectively undermine not only the efficiency and legitimacy of oversight institutions
but also pose risks to the broader coherence and stability of the Iranian political system. The erosion of
public trust in such institutions presents a long-term threat to democratic participation and the moral
authority of governance.

Conclusion: The article concludes that in order to preserve the integrity of the Iranian political system and
restore public confidence, meaningful reforms are necessary to strengthen oversight mechanisms. This
includes the establishment of independent bodies capable of evaluating the performance of supreme
oversight institutions, enhancing procedural transparency, and fostering a culture of accountability that
aligns with both legal standards and Islamic ethical principles .Furthermore, reinforcing the legal
obligation of these institutions to engage in transparent reporting and respond to public concerns is crucial.
Drawing from both modern governance frameworks and Islamic jurisprudence, the study emphasizes that
accountability and responsibility should not be viewed merely as administrative requirements, but as
ethical imperatives grounded in the very foundations of the Islamic Republic.

In conclusion, by addressing the structural and procedural gaps identified in this research, policymakers
and legal scholars can contribute to the creation of a more transparent, accountable, and stable system of
oversight—one that restores public trust and strengthens the rule of law within the unique constitutional
context of Iran.
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