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Abstract

Different media outlets publish different news in the
international arena based on different approaches and news
policies that are influenced by internal and external factors.
The coverage of news related to the foreign policy of the United
States towards different countries of the world has always
been of interest to the international media due to its impact
on the economy and international politics. In the meantime,
CNN, as an international news network that reflects various
political events in the international arena, has different news
strategies. According to CNN’s influence theory, the most
important strategies of this news network in covering news
are highlighting, deterrence, and acceleration. In this article,
this network’s news policy on the US attack on Afghanistan
and Iraq is analyzed based on CNN’s influence theory. In
this analysis, highlighting is considered the most important
and main strategy in reflecting news about the United States’
invasion of Iraq and Afghanistan after the events of September
11, 2001. The research method in this article is descriptive-
analytical and based on news published by this media at
different points in time about the United States’ invasion of
Afghanistan and Iraq.

Keywords: cnn news network, CNN Effect Theory, Iraq,
Afghanistan, US foreign policy, September 11 2001, Media
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Extended Abstract

Among the various media outlets in the United States, CNN has always
been of interest from the perspective of news policy analysis due to its
extensive coverage of developments in revolutions and various events
around the world.

Examining the impact of this television network on the decision-making
and decision-making of political power holders in the United States can
determine the fundamental components of this country’s foreign policy.

In this context, the September 11, 2001 event is a good time to begin
examining the relationship of this television network with political
power holders in the United States to determine the country’s foreign
policy towards other countries, because this event has had an impact
on issues such as the transformation and change in the United States’
foreign policy towards countries such as Afghanistan and Iraq and of
course other Islamic countries, the increasing prominence of the issue
of terrorism and the fight against it, the change in the United States’
foreign policy strategies on other actors in the international arena, and
also political developments in the Middle East.

For example, we can mention the formation of the internal crisis in
Afghanistan and Iraq, the formation of ISIS after the US attack on
Afghanistan and Iraq, the crisis in Syria, and the increase in militarism
in West Asia.

In general, understanding CNN’s approaches or news policy in the
field of political and international developments can, on the one hand,
familiarize us with the ideologies of the owners of this media, and on the
other hand, it determines the media’s affiliation with the political parties
and currents of the United States.

In this article, the main question is what news strategy did CNN use
regarding the United States’ attack on Afghanistan and Iraq after
September 11, 2001? To answer this question, three news stories
published by CNN at different times were selected based on their news
value, coverage, and popularity, and are analyzed and reviewed.
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