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Abstract

The Iranian Islamic Revolution marks a pivotal moment in the geopolitics of Western Asia and the Islamic
world, highlighting the role of Shia Islam and creating a new hub for regional interactions. The Islamic
Republic's foreign policy, leveraging Shia identity, has evolved beyond religious dimensions into a tool for
expanding Iranian influence and strengthening its political standing. This policy, fostering a sense of
belonging and bolstering self-belief among Shia communities — particularly in Yemen — has led to the
emergence and strengthening of active political groups and Shia supporters. This research focuses on the
Houthi movement in Yemen to examine the profound impacts of this foreign policy approach. The central
question is: what effect has Iran’s Shia-inspired foreign policy had on the Houthis of Yemen? The core
hypothesis is that the Islamic Revolution not only accelerated the revival of Shia identity in the region but
also influenced the formation and direction of the Houthis by providing inspiration for resistance, self-
reliance, and struggle for a cause. Specifically, Iranian policies in Yemen have reinforced anti-monarchist
narratives and emphasized independence among the Houthis, guiding them towards confronting foreign
influence and defending their interests. Using a descriptive-analytical method and a constructivist theoretical
framework, this research elucidates the mechanisms of this influence and explores its implications for
regional stability and global security, demonstrating how Shia identity has become a strategic tool in Iranian
foreign policy.
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