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Abstract

his study aims to investigate the role of social and virtual networks on the national identity of young
people living in Shiraz and was conducted using a quantitative (survey) research method. A
researcher-made questionnaire was used to collect information. The statistical population in this study
was people aged 18 and over living in Shiraz, of whom 300 people were selected for the study sample
or statistical volume. The main findings of this study show that there is a positive relationship at a
99% confidence level between the benefit, increase in information, and role modeling of audiences
from virtual and social networks such as mobile networks, satellite, Internet, and the provincial
network of the Iranian Broadcasting Corporation as an independent variable and the effect on
strengthening their national identity in different dimensions as a dependent variable. Therefore, it can
be said that the content of social and virtual networks strengthens the national identity of people,
especially young people.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Revival of national identity leads to self-confidence, self-reliance, hope for the future, and non-
domination, and will lead to effort and progress. The most important step for revitalizing national
identity in Iranian society is the denial of false self. These successes that we see today, whether in the
field of technology, in the field of the country's infrastructure and basic structures, and in the field of
scientific growth in various fields, have been achieved in the shadow of the efforts of national and
Islamic identity (Ayatollah Khamenei, 2010). The title of this article is The Role of Virtual Networks
on the National Identity of Individuals 18 Years and Over Living in Shiraz, which was conducted with
a specific purpose and in connection with the subject under study. In this research, a quantitative
research method (survey) with a correlational-descriptive approach and using a standard questionnaire
was used to collect information. The statistical population in this research was individuals 18 years
and over living in Shiraz, from whom 372 people were selected for the study sample or statistical
volume.

Methodology

In this study, a quantitative research method (survey) with a correlational-descriptive approach and
using a standard questionnaire was used to collect data. The statistical population in this study was
people aged 18 and above living in Shiraz, from whom 372 people were selected for the study sample
or statistical volume.

Results and discussion

The inferential results of the hypotheses are as follows: in the first to third hypotheses, the media
variable (the level of use, interest, and trust in social networking programs such as mobile, satellite,
and Internet networks) was evaluated as an independent variable and strengthening national identity
was evaluated as a dependent variable, and each of the hypotheses was confirmed at a significance
level above 90% confidence. Therefore, according to the above inferential results, it can be said that
social and virtual networking programs strengthen national identity among young people.

Conclusion

Media, social and virtual networks, in programming and program management, should move in line
with the needs of the beneficiaries and audiences, who are the same as household members.
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