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Abstract

Discourse refers to a set of statements, linguistic forms, methods, and meanings that are
employed within a specific social, cultural, or political context. Norman Furlough’s theory of
discourse analysis views language as a tool for constructing and reproducing power and ideology.
His aim is to redefine these relations, considering language and discourse as the foundation of all
social changes across various domains. Furlough presents Critical Discourse Analysis through
three layers: description, interpretation, and explanation. According to him, all processes of social
interaction-and the text as part of this interaction-are essentially forms of discourse. Al-Sahifa al-
Sajjadiyya, as one of the most prominent religious and literary sources in Islamic—Shi‘i culture,
contains a collection of supplications that hold profound spiritual as well as literary value. Beyond
its devotional role, the text conveys political, social, and cultural messages articulated through the
language of supplication. The main goal of this study is to examine the discourse of power,
identity, and resistance in the twenty-seventh supplication of Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya using
Furlough’s framework. Employing a descriptive—analytical method and a qualitative approach,
this article seeks to demonstrate how the language of supplication not only reflects individual and
collective needs and aspirations, but also functions as an effective tool for reproducing socio-
political discourse and confronting domination. The findings indicate that Supplication 27 not
only mirrors the social concerns of Imam al-Sajjad (a) and the oppressed community of his time,
but-through its complex linguistic structure, mobilizing rhetorical style, and strong semantic
coherence-constructs a productive and action-oriented discourse that remains inspiring to
contemporary audiences
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