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Abstract

The military occupation of a state's territory by another, which follows an invasion, is often accompanied by
serious human rights violations, particularly concerning children. The present text, focusing on Article 6 of the
CRC, examines the dimensions of the occupying state's responsibility regarding children's right to life in these
areas. The consequences arising from the state of occupation, such as the forced transfer of children, disruption
of health and educational services, separation from families, and direct threats to their lives, raise the question
of the extent to which such actions conflict with binding international obligations of states during occupation.
This research, aiming to clarify the legal framework for the protection of children's right to life under
occupation, analyzes the nature and scope of the occupying state's obligations and consequences of their
violation. The findings indicate that systematic violations of children’s rights, particularly the right to survival
and development, can form the basis for establishing international responsibility of the occupying state.
Accordingly, it can be concluded that territorial occupation during conflict not only does not exempt the
occupying state from its human rights obligations but, given the heightened vulnerability of occupied
population, places doubled emphasis on necessity of adhering to the fundamental principles of children's rights.
Keywords: Armed Conflict, Convention on the Rights of the Child, International Responsibility, Military
Occupation, Right to Life.
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" Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted by General Assembly resolution 44/25 of 20 November 1989, 1577
U.N.T.S. 3; entered into force 2 September 1990.
2 Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (Fourth Geneva Convention), 12
August 1949, 75 U.N.T.S. 287; entered into force 21 October 1950.
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Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine, Report of the Independent International Commission of
Inquiry on Ukraine, UN Doc. A/HRC/52/62 (15 March 2023).
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Human Rights Watch, “We Had No Choice”: ‘Filtration’ and the Crime of Forcibly Transferring Ukrainian Civilians to
Russia, (1 September 2022).
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Human Rights Watch, Education under Occupation: Forced Russification of the School System in Occupied Ukrainian
Territories, (20 June 2024).
UNICEF, Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) 2024: Ukraine and Refugee Response, (December 2023).
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International Law Commission, Draft articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, with
commentaries, 2001, Supplement No. 10 (A/56/10). Annexed to G.A. Res. 56/83, U.N. Doc. A/RES/56/83 (12 December
2001).
2 Moroz, O., Bondar, V., & Khatniuk, Yu. (2023). Protection of children’s rights as a component of Ukraine’s national
security. Social & Legal Studios, 6(3), 104-110.
3 Amann, D. M. (2022). International Child Law and the Settlement of Ukraine-Russia and Other Conflicts. International
Law Studies, 99, 559-601.
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International Armed Conflicts (Protocol 1), 8 June 1977, 1125 U.N.T.S. 3; entered into force 7 December 1978.

A oddlee ool Olagas dials g olae 5,50 ;0 S35 God> HammilelS 5 bU AleS jine (Gld ynd ( oges ‘_nga,\,!a‘Jr
3 U.N. Security Council, Resolution 1612, U.N. Doc. S/RES/1612 (26 July 2005).
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1 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 17 July 1998, 2187 U.N.T.S. 90; entered into force 1 July 2002.
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