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Introduction: With the rapid expansion of communication technologies
and the widespread access of children and adolescents to cyberspace, this
group has been exposed to new types of victimization. The present study,
with special emphasis on the "development-oriented prevention”
approach, aims to identify the social, psychological, and cultural contexts
affecting the vulnerability of children and adolescents in cyberspace and
to suggest preventive strategies that, by strengthening protective factors
during the growth process, reduce the risk of exposure to abuse, deception,
and exploitation.

Methodology: The present study was conducted in a descriptive-analytical
manner and based on library studies.

Results: The analyses showed that weak social ties, reduced parental
supervision, lack of media literacy, and legal gaps are the most important
factors underlying cyber victimization. Against these factors,
development-oriented education programs, active parental participation,
school-based education, and monitoring technologies, along with
preserving the rights and dignity of the child, play a prominent protective
role.

Conclusion: A developmentally-based prevention approach is proposed as
a comprehensive framework that can effectively reduce cyberspace risks
by focusing on strengthening family and school capacities, promoting
media literacy, developing protective regulations, and child-sensitive
criminal policymaking. The success of this approach requires intersectoral
coordination, targeted education, and investment in human and
institutional resources.
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