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Abstract
With the emergence of Ghazali in the field of Islamic sciences, Ash'ari theology underwent significant

changes and evolution, with Ghazali's ideas becoming a pivotal point in the discussion of the
development of the Ash'ari school. By integrating reason, Sharia, and Sufism, he transformed the
Ash'ari school from a purely theological system into a comprehensive intellectual framework and
institutionalized it within the social, educational, and cultural context of his time. Although he is
considered a leading figure who, by promoting Ash'ari theology on one hand and Sufism on the other,
contributed to a decline in rationalism within Islam, he incorporated Ash'ari thought into the official
educational system with the support of Nizam al-Mulk and through teaching in the Nizamiyah schools.
His efforts established Ash'arism as the dominant school in the Islamic world, especially during the
Seljuk era. Al-Ghazali advanced the goals of the Ash'ar movement through three fundamental roles:
strategic, expansion, and evolutionary, and he was influential in the development and evolution of this
movement by employing theological and scientific methods. The main objective of this research is to
address the question: What was Al-Ghazali's role in the development and evolution of the Ash'ar
movement during the Seljuk era? The research findings are based on the historical method, and an
attempt will be made to analyze Al-Ghazali's role in the development of the Ash'ar movement using a
descriptive-analytical approach and library data and scholarly research.
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Extended Abstract

With the formation of the Ash'arite school, the theological debate between this school and the
Mu'tazilites continued until the caliphate of al-Qadir Abbasid (422-467 AH). To end this debate, al-
Qadir gathered all the Ash'arite scholars and thinkers and prevented the disputes. These scholars
compiled a book entitled Al-I'tigad al-Qadriyyah. This book included issues that are obligatory for
every Muslim to believe in from the standpoint of the principles of religion, such as monotheism, the
attributes of God Almighty, the creation of the Quran, etc., which were disputed between the
Mu'tazilites and Ash'arites. The jurists signed it, and the Abbasid Caliphate undertook to publish it and
threatened its opponents with severe punishment. The caliph issued a decree not to delve into
theological debates and not to debate based on the doctrine of apostasy (al-Ash'ari, 1980: 27). The
intervention of the caliph and the coordination of the Ash'arites and the scholars of hadith strengthened
the Ash'arite theology. Thus, imitation in the principles of religion became obligatory for all Sunni
Muslims, and the era of ijtihad and the rule of reason in the principles of belief ended (Al-Hasani,
1388: 183-184). This law led to the continuation and strengthening of Ash'ari theology against the
Mu'tazilites. Ash'ari theology gradually gained a position from the end of the fourth century, and
finally, in the fifth century, it was able to replace the Imamiyya and Mu'tazilites (Ibn Athir, 1371:
27/153.(

With the coming to power of the Seljuks in the fifth century, changes occurred in Islamic schools,
and the common sectarian conflicts intensified. The result of these changes created the ground for the
change of Ash'ariyya. The ministry of Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk caused changes in Shafi'i jurisprudence
and the Ash'ari school. The establishment of Nizamiyah schools and the tendency to train individuals
to preserve and develop the foundations of Ash'ari theology and improve the system of civil affairs
based on Shafi'i jurisprudence and the Ash'ari school were among the most fundamental principles of
the Nizamiyah schools. Al-Ghazali completed his academic studies in Nizamiyah and attained the rank
of professor. With the triangle of Nizam al-Mulk, Juwayni, and Al-Ghazali, the necessary ground for
historical and scientific development in the Ash'ari movement was created. Al-Ghazali made a
significant contribution to the rise of the Ash'ari movement, and since then, the Ash'ari school has
become the sect of Sunnis and the community. Al-Ghazali's political thought is presented in three
works: Al-Mustathir, Al-Igtisad fi al-ltigad, and lhya' Ulum al-Din, and in these works, he has
discussed politics and the caliphate. His political thought has two origins: first, he based his thought on
the knowledge of Islamic jurisprudence and law, and second, the political and social events in the era
of the Seljuks and the Abbasid caliphs had a great influence on his thought.

Method

The research findings are based on the historical method, and an attempt will be made to analyze Al-
Ghazali's role in the development of the Ash'ar movement using a descriptive-analytical approach and
library data and scholarly research.

Findings

Abul-Hasan Al-Ash'ari is the founder and founder of the Ash'ari school (Khatib Baghdadi, 1350 AH:
11/147 and 346). Ash'ari has two seemingly contradictory tendencies, which in fact complement each
other: the first is a tendency that brings him closer to the leaders of Sunni schools, as some have
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considered him a Shafi'i, some a Maliki, and mostly a Hanbali, and the second is a tendency that
forces him to remain far from the various schools of jurisprudence, and these two tendencies are the
result of his interest in all schools and sects and to keep them satisfied (Al-Fakhuri, 1393: 148).
Ash'ari is a follower of the Shafi'i school of thought in the branches of religion, and for this reason
most of his followers were Shafi'i. Thus, Ash'ari is the first representative of Ash'ari theology
(Rashidi, 1391: 127). Of his works, only ten are extant, the most important of which are: Al-Ibaana ‘an
Usul al-Diniyah, which provides a final report on the Ash'ari schools and beliefs. The articles of the
Islamic scholars, which are one of the sources for understanding the beliefs of sects and sects, and at
the same time a source for understanding the beliefs and teachings of Sunnis.

Ash'ari's intellectual development and his separation from the Mu'tazilite school opened up new
territories in theology and created developments in the field of theology (Dhahabi, 1412 AH: 2/68 and
347). However, Ash'ari's theology was in a state of stagnation and interruption, because its emergence
coincided with the weakening of the Abbasid caliphs and the period of crises and the disintegration of
Islamic countries due to the occupation of Egypt and the Levant by the Fatimid caliphs and the
Umayyads of Andalusia in the west of the Islamic world formed an independent government and ruled
those regions and made the city of Cordoba their capital (Ahmadian, 1392: 160.(

Although the Seljuks were fanatical about religious beliefs, they did not pay much attention to
religious controversies during their years of settlement in Iran. The need to adapt behavior led them to
seek help from scholars who had collaborated with the Ghaznavids in the past. A clear example of this
was the use of scribes such as Kandari and Nizam al-Mulk (Qolizadeh, 1388: 215). The prevalence of
religious conflicts in that era was due to factors, the most important of which was the mission that the
first Seljuk sultans considered for themselves as supporters and saviors of the Sunni religion against
the threat of other religions such as Ismaili (Farouzani, 1393: 376-377). The intellectual development
of Abu al-Hasan al-Ash'ari and his separation from the Mu'tazilite school (Dhahabi, 1412 AH: 2/68
and al-Zarkali, 2002: 4/263). It opened up new territories in theology and brought about changes in the
intellectual, jurisprudential and theological fields of the Islamic world. This development in the Seljuk
era created practical and scientific consequences and led to the introduction of scholars and great men
who were the source of services and changes in the history of Islamic theology (Dalir, 2010: 61). The
developments of the fifth century created consequences and led to scientific changes and the
introduction of Islamic scholars who were the source of the emergence of a new attitude in the history
of Islamic theology. Al-Ghazali's thoughts are a pivotal point in the discussion of the developments of
the Ash'arites after Ash'ari and have played a fundamental role in the expansion and development of
this movement (Sadeghi, 2018: 391). By investigating and investigating Al-Ghazali's thought, three
fundamental principles, each of which has a specific tool and was influential in the Ash'ari movement,
can be examined and explained: first, the strategic role, second, the developmental role, and third, the
evolutionary role of Al-Ghazali in the development of the Ash'ari movement.

Ghazali's strategic and expansionary actions led to a new role in the field of the Ash'ari movement,
which can be called the evolution of the Ash'ari movement. Ghazali initially turned to theology, but
after studying it, he realized that the arguments of theologians did not satisfy him, so he turned to
philosophy and began studying philosophical books, and wrote the results of his research in the book
Magqasid al-Falasifa and Tahafat al-Falasifa. He concluded that the human mind is incapable of
comprehending the mysteries and sciences of God and cannot discover its truths, so he became
disappointed in philosophy. After a while, he began studying the thoughts of the Ismailis, studied their
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books, and reflected on their beliefs and thoughts, but he did not find what he was looking for. As a
result, he wrote the books Al-Mustathiri, Hujjat al-Haqg, Muftah al-Khalaf, Al-Darj, and Al-Qastas al-
Mustageem in refuting their beliefs (Ghazali, 1393: 27-28). After he became disappointed with
theology, philosophy, and the doctrine of the esotericists, the only source that remained and that could
have saved him from his astonishment was the Sufi path, which he resorted to (Ghazali, 1392: 8-11).
Ghazali believes that the Sufi method is perfected through knowledge and practice, and for this
purpose, he first studied books such as Qutb al-Qulub by Abu Talib Makki, and the books of Harith
Muhasibi, Junaid, Shibli, and Abu Yazid Bastami (Ghazali, 1393: 28). He is the first person to write
on this methodology and method in the development of the Ash'ari movement. Imam Fakhr al-Razi
and a group of scholars also followed him and relied on his imitation (Ibn Khaldun, Introduction,
1375: 2/947-948). With the emergence of Ghazali's thought and works in the realm of Islamic
knowledge and culture, the fate of the Ash'ari movement underwent changes. He took the following
steps in fulfilling his mission, considering his thoughts and beliefs:

*Determining a clear framework for theological issues or outlining the rules of beliefs.

«Criticizing the ideas influenced by Greek thought and philosophy in the field of religious beliefs.

* Organizing Sufism and strengthening its connection with Ash'ari theology (Sobhi, Bi Ta: 177-
178).

Conclusion

With the emergence of Ghazali in the realm of Islamic sciences, Ashari theology also underwent
changes and his thoughts became a pivotal point in the development of the Ash'ari movement.
Therefore, in the second half of the fifth century, during Ghazali's life, the Ash'ari school, as the
dominant current, treated not only the Mu'tazilite school but also philosophy with disdain. He is at the
forefront of those who, by promoting Ash'ari theology on the one hand and Sufism on the other,
reduced Islam to a low level in terms of anti-rationalism and irrationalism. The dominance of the
thinking of Nizam al-Mulk, Juwayni, and Ghazali in the fifth century and their adherence to Ash'ari
thought caused innovation and movement to stagnate in later generations, and society remained far
from rational and philosophical ideas. Finally, it must be acknowledged that by combining reason,
Sharia, and Sufism, Ghazali elevated the Ash'ari school from a purely theological system to a
comprehensive intellectual system and institutionalized it in the social, educational, and cultural
context of his era. Unlike the earlier Ash'aris, who were more concerned with theological debates, he
incorporated Ash'ari thought into the official educational system by supporting Nizam al-Mulk and
teaching in Nizamiyah schools. His actions made Ash'arism the dominant school in the Islamic world,
especially during the Seljuk era. He not only preserved Ash‘arist teachings but also transformed the
Ash'arist school from a theological school into a comprehensive intellectual system by reinterpreting,
criticizing, and integrating them with other fields of knowledge. By taking advantage of his scientific
and political position, he institutionalized Ash'arism in the educational and cultural structure of his era,
thus leaving a lasting impact on the history of Islamic thought and causing the expansion and
development of the Ash'arist movement in the Seljuk era.
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